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The following is very abridged from the
first and final chapters of ‘The Last Week’ by
Dominic Crossan and the late Marcus Borg
(SPCK; ISBN 978-0-281-05983-6) where they
attempt to reconstruct the likely final seven
days of Jesus’ physical life on earth.
Two processions entered Jerusalem on a spring
day in the year 30CE at the beginning of the
week of Passover, the most sacred week of the
Jewish year. One was a peasant procession,
the other an imperial one. From the east,
Jesus rode a donkey down the Mount of Olives,
cheered by his followers. From the west, Pontius Pilate entered Jerusalem at
the head of a column of imperial cavalry and soldiers. Jesus’ procession
proclaimed the kingdom of God, Pilate’s the power of empire. The two
processions embody the central conflict of the week that led to Jesus’s
crucifixion.
Easter is utterly central to Christianity. But what was it? What are the
Easter stories about? On one level, the answer is obvious: God raised Jesus.
Yes. And what does this mean? Is it about the most spectacular miracle
there’s ever been? Is it about the promise of an afterlife? Is it about God
proving Jesus was indeed his Son?
When we think about Easter, we must consider several foundational
questions. What kind of stories are the Easter stories? What kind of language
are they told in, and how is that language being used? Are they intended as
historical reports and thus to be understood as history remembered (whether
correctly or incorrectly)? Or do they use the language of parable and metaphor
to express truths that are much more than factual? Or some combination of
the two?
Those of us who grew up Christian have a ‘preunderstanding’ of Easter,
just as we do of Good Friday and Christmas, that shapes our hearing of these
stories. Usually formed in childhood, this preunderstanding is the result of
combining Easter stories from all the gospels into a composite and then seeing
the whole through the filter of Christian preaching and teaching, hymns and
liturgy. We bring this preunderstanding of what Easter is about to the gospel
stories.
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So central is a literal understanding of the Easter stories for many
Christians that, if they didn’t happen this way, the foundation and truth of
Christianity disappear. A verse from Paul is often quoted: “If Christ has not
been raised, then our proclamation and your faith has been in vain.” We agree
with this statement, even as we do not think that it intrinsically points to the
historical factuality of an empty tomb.
We are convinced that an emphasis on the historical nature of the Easter
stories, as if they were reporting events that could have been photographed,
gets in the way of understanding them and often misses their more-than-factual
meanings. When treated as if they are primarily about an utterly unique
spectacular event, often we do not get beyond the question, “Did they happen or
not?” to the question, “What do they mean?”
Seeing the Easter stories as parable, as parabolic narratives, affirms,
“Believe whatever you want about whether the stories happened this way – now
let’s talk about what they mean.” Parable, independently of historical factuality,
can be profoundly true. Indeed, it may be that the most important truths can
be expressed only in parable.
We believe that asking about the parabolic meaning of biblical stories,
including those of Easter, is always the most important question. The
alternative of fixating on “whether it happened this way” almost always leads
one astray.
If we now treat what Mark’s Easter story means as parable, we must
first remind readers that this does not require a denial of the story’s
factuality. It simply sets the factual issue aside. As a parable of the
resurrection, the story of the empty tomb is powerfully evocative.
Two themes run through these stories that sum up the central meanings
of Easter. The first, in a concise phrase, is Jesus lives. He is a figure of the
present, not simply of the past. The presence his followers had known in Jesus
before his crucifixion continued to be experienced and to operate after it.
To state the second affirmation of the Easter stories in an equally
concise phrase: God has vindicated Jesus. God has said “yes” to Jesus and “no”
to the powers who executed him. Easter is not about an afterlife or happy
endings. Easter is God’s “yes” to Jesus against the powers who killed him. In
the words of the earliest and most widespread post-Easter affirmation about
Jesus in the New Testament, Jesus is Lord. And if Jesus is Lord, the lords of
this world are not of God and do not have the final word.

3

Easter completes the archetypal pattern at the centre of the Christian
life: death and resurrection, crucifixion and vindication. Both parts of the
pattern are essential and must be affirmed equally. Without an emphasis on
Easter as God’s decisive reversal of the authorities’ verdict on Jesus, the cross
is simply pain, agony and horror. It leads to a horrific theology: God’s judgment
means that we all deserve to suffer like this, but Jesus died in our place. God
can spare us because Jesus is the substitutionary sacrifice for our sins.
Without God’s reversal at Easter, Good Friday also leads to a cynical
politics: this is the way the world is, the powers are and always will be in control.
Christianity is about the next world, not this one, and this one belongs to the
wealthy and powerful, world without end.
Easter discloses the character of God. Easter means God’s Great Cleanup of the world has begun – but it will not happen without us.
Holy Week and the journey of Lent are about an alternative procession
and an alternative journey. The alternative procession is what we see on Palm
Sunday, an anti-imperial and non-violent procession. Now as then, that
procession leads to a capital city, an imperial centre, and a place of collaboration
between religion and violence. Now as then, the alternative journey is the path
of personal transformation that leads to journeying with the risen Jesus, just
as it did for his followers on the road to Emmaus.
Which journey are we on? Which procession are we in?
‘The Last Week’, highly recommended, is available from booksellers, or from
Amazon at £9.99 (Kindle £6.99)

Southernhay Flowers for March
1st Kept from previous week.
8th Silk flowers used.
15th Flowers for the wedding of Claire Baker
and Matthew Collett.

Margaret Collman
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It seems strange not to see people to chat
with, to share news or even attend our local
places of worship.
The beginning of the month saw the Church start to be covered in
scaffolding as a start was made on replacing the roof.
It also saw Nigel and Anne Crane taken into membership, having
transferred from the Salvation Army. It was good to see some of their friends
at Church to support them.
Some good news: Congratulations to Alan & Marilyn Clapp on the birth of
their second Granddaughter Emilia Grace, who put in an appearance in time for
Mother’s Day. Mother and baby (who seems to be feeding well and is content)
are now at home. Emilia’s elder sister Rose is pleased to be acting as a big
sister.
We wish to remember also Pat Charters (after her recent fall), Heather
Yeates, Kath Heginbottom and Brian Sharpe (recovering from a cold). A speedy
recovery to you all and stay safe.
The Elders at both Heavitree & Pinhoe Churches would like to take the
opportunity to say to our congregations, friends and sister church at
Southernhay that our thoughts and prayers are with you all at this stressful
time.
Hopefully, we’ll ALL meet again when we are through the present crisis.
Stay Safe & God Bless.

Pat Mortimore
I washed my hands so much due to COVID-19
that my exam notes from 1995 resurfaced.
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Pastoral Coordinators:
Dorothy King
01392 250464
Jean Noble jeandnoble@yahoo.co.uk
01392 253606

At this difficult time, we are very pleased to bring some good news.
On Saturday 14 March, a wedding was celebrated at Southernhay. The bride
was Claire Baker, granddaughter of Honor and Percy Govier; the bridegroom was
Matt Collett. Claire’s late mother, Lizzie, Honor and Percy’s daughter, was
married at Southernhay 30 years ago. Claire works for Gilbert Stephens,
Solicitors, our neighbours, where her mother also worked.
Reports of the wedding are that the couple looked fantastically happy and
Claire was absolutely beautiful. Words failed some people who are normally not
lost for them! We wish Claire and Matt all possible health and happiness.
Irene Ward is still in the RD&E, having made a short side trip to
Exmouth. She has done very well indeed following her accident before
Christmas; she is content and coping well. We look forward to hearing the next
stage of Irene’s journey back to health. [See note on page 17]
Good news too that the heart infection from which Jane Thurgood has
been suffering since before Christmas has now been resolved. Jane has other
ongoing health problems and we look forward to hearing that they are being
managed well, so that she can return to more activities than she has had over
the past few months. Jane’s family have been absolutely wonderful supporters
for her.
We end with news that Honor and Percy are due to celebrate their 65th
wedding anniversary on the 9th April. Many, many congratulations to you both.
We think of many friends whom we have not seen in the pews, or elsewhere, for
some months due to various problems.
To everyone, stay safe, stay well, and look after each other.
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Southernhay Afternoon Guild
Co-ordinators Anthea Chapman
& Michael Goddard
The speaker at the March meeting was Robert
Guyver who gave an illustrated talk on General Sir
Redvers Buller VC.
We are all familiar with the statue of Buller
astride his horse opposite Exeter College, but how
many know about the man and his connection with the area, particularly
Crediton?
Redvers Buller was born in December 1839 on the family estate of
Downes near Crediton. After schooling at Eton, he was commissioned into the
Army in 1858. Promotions followed after campaigns, including the Opium War,
Canadian Red River and the Ashanti.
Redvers Buller’s service in South Africa’s
Zulu War resulted in the award of the Victoria
Cross in 1879 for his bravery under fire in
rescuing colleagues in retreat from pursuing Zulus.
He also saw service in the Boer Wars and Egypt;
and was knighted. In 1882 at the age of 43 he
married Lady Audrey Jane Charlotte Townshend.
Although defeats in some campaigns in
South Africa tarnished his reputation, he was
awarded the Freedom of Exeter, Plymouth and
Southampton and was popular, especially in Exeter,
where his statue was erected.
He was dismissed from the Army in 1901 and
returned to Downes, where he died in June 1908 and was buried at Crediton.
In addition to the statue there are road names in Exeter which come to mind,
for example Ladysmith and Buller.
Robert gave a balanced history on the life of this remarkable man and the
Guild will be arranging a visit to Downes at a future date.

Michael Goddard
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Press Release
Church Roof to be renewed following Funding Boost
Heavitree United Reformed Church members are celebrating
following confirmation of grants from Viridor Credits, through the
Landfill Communities Fund and the South Western Synod of the
United Reformed Church towards the £66,000+ cost of replacing the
leaking Church Roof.
Church Secretary Tony Langmead said, “The roof has been leaking for
some time and we really became worried when we discovered that
rainwater was running down the internal walls”
Tony also thanked the many community groups using the building for
their support of the grant bids.
The Church is sited in a prominent position on Fore Street Heavitree
and as part of the works, the Church spire, quite a landmark locally,
will be repainted.
Now that the building is covered in scaffolding and work has
commenced, progress will no doubt be of interest to drivers and
passengers on this (normally) busy commuter route.
The present building was constructed in 1902 and the roof has been
deteriorating for some time, as can be seen from the photos below.
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To those who Give Money to
Southernhay Church
By now you will have been advised of your tax code for 20/21.
If you find that you will no longer be paying sufficient income tax to
cover the amount you give to the church, please advise Diane Burch in writing
(an email is fine) that you are no longer able to Gift Aid your giving. I can
advise you how we may still be able to claim gift aid on any cash you give us in
the envelopes by adding it to the Gift Aid small claim.
dianeburch57@gmail.com

Down to Earth
When it had finally stopped
raining, I resumed selfisolating on Dartmoor as some
of my current survey contract
with the National Park had got
rather behind schedule - maps
and notebooks don't go well in
the rain.
For this trip I had planned to be on the high ground above Peter Tavy but
as soon as I stepped out of the car, I realised that the stiff easterly wind
would cause a change of plan. So, I worked in some fields on lower ground with
more shelter and just me with some sheep and lambs (and one hare) all day.
Pictured is the moorland (where I didn't go) and lower fields (where I
did). On the centre skyline you can see Brentor, like a pimple with its church on
top, and in the far distance (left) is the outline of Bodmin Moor, where the
weather usually comes from, though not on this day!

David Hogan
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A Hungry Foodbank
Some of us are stuck at home but have
our pensions still coming in, when other
people are losing pay and may have to turn to
the Foodbank for help. Could you buy some
goods for the Foodbank? – and I would dare
to suggest that you might buy from
Traidcraft!
I have stock of the following, which are on the Foodbank urgent list for
March:
Toilet rolls: pack of four for £2.65
Tins of Tuna at £2.05
I also have:
Pasta at £2.55
Rice at £2.25
Choc Chip biscuits at £1.30
Larger biscuits at £2.00
80 tea bags at £2.65
Instant coffee at £4.55
Socks at £5.90
If you would like to contribute to the Foodbank in this way, then please
let me know what you would buy. You can pay electronically to the Exeter
Fairtrade account 65713895, sort code 08-92-99, or send me a cheque (or leave
it at the Palace Gate Centre for me to pick up). I will then deliver the goods to a
Foodbank collection point for you.
Thank you.
Mary Ellis; Tel 01392 273456; maryellis@phonecoop.coop
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PS I have just sent in an order to re-stock with Traidcraft goods, but of course
at the moment there is no opportunity to sell them! Please do encourage anyone
who regularly buys from you to contact me (01392 273456) if they need a topup of anything. I am happy to deliver within Exeter if necessary. If you have
any other ideas, do let me know.
Thank you for all your work – I was very pleased with the outcome of this year’s
Fairtrade Fortnight, after which I was able to bank over £1000.
Mary

Would You Credit It?
On the 21st February the Over 50s at
Southernhay had their usual Annual Fish and
Chips with all the trimmings plus bread and
butter. I went to the bakery for the bread
but the shop assistant wasn’t sure how to put
my card payment through on the terminal. She
called for the assistance of the manager and
between them they managed to take the
payment for the loaves from my credit card.

I didn’t check my receipt because I was reasonably confident that
between them they would have got it right. It wasn’t until four days later while
looking on my mobile ‘phone at my banking transactions that I saw with horror
that I had spent £4,500 more than I thought I had. The culprit was the two
loaves card payment of £4,500, which should have been £4.50.
When I returned to the shop and pointed out the error, the proprietor
was very apologetic about it but I said I would like their apology in the practical
form of 150 large pasties to be donated to St Petrock’s. Somewhat grudgingly,
they agreed.
It was just a silly mistake, but I got my money back and Linda, the cook
at St Petrock’s, was delighted with their unexpected pile of pasties. Perhaps
there was a Pasty Piskie at work somewhere!

Elsie Reynolds
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Every major global crisis has, in
retrospect, its Cassandra — a doomsayer with
the terrible curse of being the one person to
see the mess coming — but who gets brushed
aside by the larger public. For the 2008 real
estate bubble, it was Meredith Whitney. For
the Great Depression, it was Roger Babson.
For 9/11, it was John O’Neill.
For the 2020 coronavirus pandemic, that person is an epidemiologist named Larry
Brilliant. And Brilliant — with the aptonym to end all aptonyms — doesn’t just chair the
board of a non-profit organisation called Ending Pandemics. He wasn’t just one of the
people who helped figure out how to eradicate smallpox. In 2006, he also gave a TED Talk
titled, My Wish: Help Me Stop Pandemics.
Most recently, he was interviewed by Wired, where he explained:
“The whole epidemiological community has been warning everybody for the past 10
to 15 years that it wasn’t a question of whether we were going to have a pandemic
like this, it was simply when. It’s really hard to get people to listen.”
But Brilliant — who, it bears repeating, totally saw this coming, also sees
light at the end of the tunnel: the “epidemiologist gold ring,” which means herd immunity
(from enough of us having caught COVID-19 and surviving it) and a proven vaccine:
“I hold out hope that we get an antiviral for Covid-19 that is curative, but in
addition is prophylactic [intended to prevent disease]. It’s certainly unproven and
it’s certainly controversial, and certainly a lot of people are not going to agree
with me. But I offer as evidence two papers from 2005, one in Nature and one in Science.
They both did mathematical modelling with influenza, to see whether saturation with just
Tamiflu of an area around a case of influenza could stop the outbreak. And in both cases,
it worked.”
Here’s hoping we start learning from our mistakes and listening to
everything Brilliant has to say.
https://www.ted.com/talks/larry_brilliant_my_wish_help_me_stop_pandemics

From futurism.com
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Hi folks
As we all batten down the hatches in
response to government and church instructions,
most of the events planned for the next weeks and
months are cancelled or postponed until it is safe
to resume them.
But we can all be praying and loving; and serving our neighbours in a
variety of ways. Churches Together England have helpfully collated covid-19
coronavirus guidance for churches, plus resources like prayers and liturgies into
one place right here:
www.cte.org.uk/coronavirusguidance
One thing that stands out is that churches are finding practical ways to
reach out and some are seeking to continue worship digitally by livestream. For
example, the Diocese of Exeter will broadcast a recording of a Sunday service
every week from Exeter Cathedral and from churches across Devon, here:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCV2YkZIQMKaNRd9sjzLmV7Q?view_as=su
bscriber
Some churches like Rediscover have been broadcasting their services live
for ages now, viewable here:
https://www.rediscoverchurch.com/
Whatever you're up to, let us know and we'll continue sharing what's
going on, and how, as best we can.
Blessings of peace and wellness,
Hannah, Ash and the CTAX team
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The Big Green Event
at Exeter Cathedral
Saturday 28th February
This was advertised as a one-day festival of
thought and action to join up faith and the
environment, and to inspire us to make a
difference. The introductory keynote speaker
was Nick Holtam, Bishop of Salisbury and lead bishop for environmental affairs
in the House of Lords. Workshops were held on science, theology, food, direct
action, buildings & EcoChurch, biodiversity, and global perspectives and there
was also a creative corner for expressive artwork and a concluding panel
discussion. Various organisations such as Christian Aid, ARocha UK (including
EcoChurch) and the ‘Living Churchyards’ project set up their stalls in a
‘marketplace’ where informal conversations took place throughout the day.
At the time of writing these notes, it seems that environmental issues
may have taken a back seat in the wake of the current coronavirus outbreak,
but let us be assured that this will peak and fade at some stage later this year,
but the climate crisis will return to the top of our agenda where it will remain
despite short-term interruptions by other ephemeral news stories. We had also
been focusing on the theme of prayer in our Lent study groups this year until
these had to be cancelled along with everything else. But that which we were
able to discuss, together with the material we had received but weren’t able to
study, has provided a solid framework for the imaginative approach to prayer we
will be able to draw on in the coming weeks and months of uncertainty.

Did This Big Green Event live up to expectations?
About 100 people from across the spectrum of church communities
attended this Cathedral event. To begin with there was an interesting
introductory talk by The Bishop of Salisbury, Nick Holtam. He began with that
iconic photograph of Earth, called the Blue Marble, taken on December 7th 1972
at a distance of 18,000 miles by crew of the Apollo 17 spacecraft on its way to
the Moon. It reminds us of how extremely small is Earth within the vast
cosmos, that it’s the only home we have, that it’s beautiful but we’re damaging it
and that we’ve been given the skills and knowledge to put it right if we have the
will.
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The speaker highlighted key moments in recent history when concerns have
been expressed and good intentions proclaimed but that only recently have
these been taken more seriously by enough people, politicians in particular, to
begin to see a way forward. Now is the time for serious action – we all have a
part to play and maybe a lesson from the coronavirus outbreak will be a
reminder of what is really important and how each one of us can make a
difference. Some examples include:
The Eden Project, which has produced 10 top tips for an ethical lifestyle.
But how is this ‘spirituality’ linked to its theological roots? And can this apply
equally across the many faith communities? A number of Christian initiatives
were mentioned including Shrinking the Footprint, EcoChurch and Living
Churchyards, which encourage our environmental involvement and give us all
hope for the future.
Global emissions - A common language was finally found in the Paris
Accord in 2015. Church denominations are both local and global in their
presence and influence, and have been able to make a difference in a variety of
ways depending on their locations.
The Season of Creation (1st September to 4th October) has now become
widely recognised and celebrated. The first Sunday in September is Climate
Sunday which is now a multi-faith day of prayer.
The UN Climate Change Conference COP 26 in Glasgow (9-19th November
– coronavirus permitting) will be an opportunity for faith communities to put
pressure on politicians to ‘get things done’ for the good of our planet/creation.
After the introductory talk, some interesting issues and questions were
raised such as:
What is the best measure of success?
Is economic growth only valid in terms of shared prosperity?
How can we deal with anxiety about climate change?
Is pastoral care a model of spirituality?
What is the best private/public balance in funding support for measures to
combat climate change?
The next part of the day involved participation in two of six workshops.
Details and reflections to follow. May we all draw on our faith and experience
of God’s love expressed through the actions of so many.

David and Sandy Hogan
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Life is short. Perhaps we all know
that already, but it seems that the
events unfolding in our world are
bringing the truth of our fragility,
the brevity of our lives, home to us
in uncomfortable and disconcerting
ways.
Whether you think of our lives
rising from the stuff of the earth
or bound to the ethereal and
unknown universal skies, the timeline
of our lives, the substance that we are as living beings, is but a short curve
out and away and then back again and gone. Considering we spend almost one
third of our time sleeping, it should be viscerally important to us to spend
our every waking moment intent on the task of living, of taking from every
breath the most beauty, joy, and happiness we possibly can.
The truth is, however, that we rarely do. Often, even those closest to
us don't know the hidden stories we hold tight within. Our hurts, rejection,
loss, embarrassment - make us afraid. We shelter ourselves within our own
hearts and steer clear of the hearts of others, places we are vulnerable. Our
public conversations are mostly banal banter and, too often, are the only
interactions we have in the course of a day, a week, a month. We end up
barely known at all, our lives hardly lived up to now. Up to now. Up to now. Up
to now...
As we hunker down, a microscopically tiny foe barring human contact, we
have a chance to consider how little we have been truly known to ourselves
and to others "up to now". We have a chance to make, even in the midst of
social isolation and distancing, a pledge to be known, to be honest about who it
is clothed in that body we call our self: what we love, what makes us angry,
what makes us cry. Most of us will survive this minuscule tyrant. But none of
us get out of life alive. We have the chance to talk ourselves into being who we
are before we die. Being who we are before we die. Being who we are before
we die.
Life is short. Very short. Let's see how real we can make it.
gretta@grettavosper.ca
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The people visiting Irene Ward in hospital
have been petering off recently and of
course now, with the Corona virus, there is
no one. Her sons have asked for Irene’s
mobile number to be publicised so that
friends can give her a call to brighten her
day on

07375924881

Any Questions?
With the Rev Fran Pratt

How does a Christian who thinks she is on the
Spiritual/ Interfaith path – evolving, becoming – deal with
the death of a loved one rooted in “traditional” Christian
ideas about The Afterlife? I find myself desperately
hoping there is a physical Heaven – a childhood concept
that I thought I had moved beyond- because I want to hold Dad’s hand again
someday, and I want to believe he is with my cousin and dear friends who have
died. It suddenly feels more secure and yet non-existent. I am surprised,
saddened, and grieving.
I hear and acknowledge your grief, surprise, and sadness. Hopefully
something I can say will be helpful. But if not, I'm sending you love from afar. I'm
fond of the saying, "we are spiritual beings having a human (embodied)
experience," which is a quote from the Catholic theologian, Pierre Teilhard de
Chardin. For me this offers particular comfort, even though I too have
deconstructed my ideas about the afterlife, and let go much of traditional
Christian afterlife mythology. Perhaps you can resonate with the idea that we
are, at our core, in our truest selves, spiritual beings which transcend
physicality and 3-dimensional reality. Like me, maybe you can find comfort in the
idea that when our time of being inside this physical reality is
over, we return to Spirit, and to our truest and most brilliant selves. This
concept is supported in scripture, particularly in the writings of St. Paul.
Consider 1 Corinthians 15:44; and Colossians 3:3 - "You have died and your life
is now hidden with Christ in God."
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If your journey has taken you even further afield than this, I offer some
more ideas. You've said that you are a Christian, so I'll assume that something
about the Christ and his representation of the Divine as Love is compelling to you.
I'm comforted by that understanding of the Divine as Love; the ground of our
being is love. For me the idea of returning, or of my loved ones returning, to
the Ground of Being that is Love is comforting - that after death there is
the essence of all life, the Source from which life came, which is Love, our
home.
My opinion is, if there's a physical heaven, it's going to be here on earth.
I get this idea from Christ's often-repeated words: "The kingdom of heaven is
near!" But honestly, I've come to a place where I don't need or want heaven to
be anything other than here on earth. I don't need heaven to be some
alternative 3D reality. So thinking of the afterlife as returning back to my
original life, the one I have as a spiritual being created in the imagination of
The Divine/Love, feels positive to me. I think of this sometimes in terms of video
games. My kid plays Minecraft, which is a world-building game, but it's contained
within this world we actually live in. I like to think that this 3D reality is as to
Spiritual Reality as Minecraft is to current-day 3D life on earth. A world within
a world, with these temporary bodies as free-willed avatars. We've been home
all along, as have all our transitioned loved ones.
Beyond these thoughts, my suggestion is this: let yourself grieve. Give it
all the time and space it requires to do it properly and authentically. It's nonlinear, not a "one and done" deal. You'll have to feel your feelings and no one can
tell you how to do that. I wish you the best on that very personal journey.

Dear Friends
We live in unprecedented and difficult
times. Phrases such as ‘self-isolation’ and ‘social
distancing’ have quickly become part of our
everyday language and we are bound to be feeling some fear and anxiety.
Personally, I find the uncertainty difficult, as we seem to go into uncharted
territory day by day and sometimes hour by hour, not to mention how long all
this may last. We thought we might be able to have a service this Sunday 29th
but the government’s new advice meant this was no longer possible.
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We have received instructions from the URC that churches should remain
closed for at least the next four weeks and I am pretty certain it will be rather
longer than that.
The elders and I have been emailing each other to see how we can try and
keep people connected during this period when we will be without our Sunday
services and other meetings. I will be preparing a sermon and prayers most
weeks which can be sent out to you for you to read. Diane has offered to
produce more quizzes.
Chris has prepared the April edition of People & News ready for Sunday
March 29th and from the following week we are aiming to produce a weekly
newsletter called ‘Pieces and Notes’, the aim of which is to try to help people to
stay in touch and keep spirits up as best we can. So, whether you hail from
Pinhoe, Heavitree or Southernhay, if you have anything you would like included in
it, please send items to Chris at chris.avis2@hotmail.com It doesn’t have to be
anything very long. Perhaps you would like to tell us about something you are
doing with your time, a good book you have read, what is going on in your garden,
someone who has shown kindness towards you. Anything positive will be
gratefully received.
Please also remember that we are here for each other. If you are feeling
lonely or anxious or just feel like a chat, do pick up the phone, either to me,
your pastoral carer or someone else in the church. I also suggest that if you
are feeling particularly anxious you don’t watch too much news. As a news junkie
I find this particularly difficult! It is important to keep up with the latest
advice but don’t overload on news.
Finally, we will get through this; it is encouraging to remember all the
good work that is being done to try to develop a. vaccine and other treatments
for this virus. They won't be quick in coming but progress is already being
made. Also, there are reports of tremendous community efforts being made
around the country to help people.
This is heartening and reminds us of the good inherent in human beings.
And then, of course, there are all the wonderful people in the NHS, social care,
delivery services, and other professions that are vital to keep our country going
at this time.
I will write more in the coming weeks. Meanwhile, please be assured of
my thoughts and prayers.
Take good care of yourselves and may God's blessing be with you.

Amanda
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