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As I write this it is nearly the end of 

November and the Advent/Christmas season 

will soon be upon us.  Just this morning I bought 

my Advent Calendar, deciding once again on a 

Fair  Trade Divine Milk Chocolate C alendar, on 

the back of which I rea d that the first Divine 

calendar was produced in 1999, following the 

founding of Divine Chocolate the year before.  I 

think I must have been buying these calendars 

since the first one came out.  It certainly 

seems to have become a tradition for me, and I 

did begin to wonder if I should buy a different 

calendar this year, simply to do something different from what I usually do.  

But then again, why should I?  Buying fair trade products supports a good cause, 

I like the colo urful, international theme of these  calendars, and of course I 

always enjoy my daily chocolate throughout Advent!  There are some Advent and 

Christmas traditions that there is really no need to change.  There might be 

some things, however, that we really l ong to do differently, and no doubt  these 

will vary for each one of us.  

What is it that you love about the Christmas season and would not want 

to change?  And is there anything you would really like not to have to do, or do 

in a different way?  It can be d ifficult to do things differently a t Christmas, 

even if we want to.  I watch Coronation Street, and at the moment one of the 

characters, a school teacher, is being tasked with writing a nativity play ôwith a 

twistõ.  But how do you come up with a nativity twist?  As another character 

says, òYou canõt suddenly have four kingsó. 

  And then thereõs the traditional turkey dinner, of course, though with 

veganism supposedly on the rise, there could be fewer  of those this year.  As a 

child, I was completely oblivi ous to the fact that turkey was the  traditional 

Christmas fare, as my dad was allergic to poultry and so we always had roast 

beef!  But itõs interesting that over the years Iõve heard people say they donõt 

rate turkey all that much but they still eat it an yway because itõs traditional.   
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Then there are those who rebel, like the person I knew when I worked in 

Southampton who went to visit her m um at Christmas and told me they always 

ate baked potatoes and baked beans because that was what  they liked.  Ind eed, 

I once ate pasta for my Christma s dinner.   

The point Iõm making is that if we want to stick to the traditions, thatõs 

absolutely fine but if they donõt work for you, thereõs nothing wrong with doing 

things differently.  OK, four kings might be taking  things a bit far, but actually 

nowhere does the Bible mention that there were three of them, referring 

instead to ôwise menõ, the number three being linked to the gifts of gold, 

frankincense and myrrh.  

A few years ago I bought a book called 

Doing December Differently, subtitled ôAn 

Alternat ive Christmas Handbook ' .  At the  

beginning of the book there is a list of 

Christmas loves and hates from a brainstorm by 

the compilers of the book.  Included amongst  

the  hates are ôexpectations of false jollityõ, 

ôexcessive spendingõ, ôtorn between competing 

family claimsõ, ôa lonely timeõ and, interestingly , 

ôbeing a vicar at Christmasõ (not something I 

would claim to hate, though it can be difficult to 

find anything new and inspirational to say!) . 

  Loves on the list i nclude ôbeing with 

othersõ and ôtime aloneõ, ôpeople being in touchõ, 

ôre-establishing connectionsõ, ôgenerosityõ, 

ôaspects of the biblical storiesõ and ôChristmas carolsõ.  Do any of these loves and 

hates resonate with you?  However you spend Christmas, I  hope you are able to 

do plenty of th e things you love and less of the things you can do without.  

Above all, let us remember that at Christmas we celebrate God becoming 

one with us in Jesus Christ.  The word becomes flesh.  The light comes into the 

darkness.  Whatever we choose to do at Chris tmas, whoever we spend time with, 

what we eat, what presents we give and receive, wherever we go, this is the one 

constant that unites us and gives up hope.  

I wish you all a blessed Advent season, a joyous Christmas, and a happy 

new year.  

Amanda 
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Souther nhay Flowers for November  

4th For remembrance.  

11th Remembrance Sunday. 

18th United service.  

25th Kept from the previous week.  
 

Margaret Collman 

 

November began quietly but ended in a 

flurry as we had another successful Christmas 

Fayre in spite of awful w eather.    A big Thank 

You to all who helped in any way.  

Many of you will remember Therese 

Bourcier -Mayo; we have received a card from 

Therese in which she says that she is still trying to come to terms  with the 

death of her husband Mike in March, and is s till trying to cope with all the 

paperwork.  Therese sends her heartfelt love and thanks to her Spiritual Home 

for her preaching and work.  

We now enter a busy period within the Church, starting with the  

Churches Together in Heavitree Advent Service on Sund ay 2nd December at 

4pm.  

We remember in our thoughts and prayers Kath Heginbottom who is in 

hospital (at this time) ; Heather Yeates , still recovering from her operation ; and 

Claire Colman after her recent operation.  Also, all those who cannot worship 

with  us at this time due to illness.  

We at Heavitree wish both our sister churches A Happy Christmas and 

Peaceful New Year.  

Let the old year pass away without a single tear.  

Do not  try to hold it back but greet the coming year  

with a smile to welcome whatsoeve r it may bring.  

Meet it with a happy word and faith unquestioning.  

 

 

There will be NO S ERVICES at Heavitree URC or P inhoe URC  

on -CHRISTMAS EVE or CHRISTMAS DAY . 
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Pastoral Coordinators:  

Dorothy Kin g    

01392 250464  

Jean Noble   jeandnoble@yahoo.co.uk     

01392 253606  

 

 

We have received further news from Dr Makoto  Furuya in Tokyo, who has  

been receiving therapy for a spinal tumour.  This was thought to be a secondary 

and it was not known where the primary tumour was.  Further tests have been 

done and, alt hough the therapy remains the same, it is now being delivered as 

' Block Therapy '  (Makoto did give some technical  details but, not really 

understanding them, we will not attempt to pass th ese on).  However, the good 

news is that Makoto is feeling a lot bet ter.   He is being cared for at home by 

Yumi, his wife, and also by his daughter.  She has changed her job from air cabin 

crew to working for Price Waterhouse Cooper, with a 1½ hour commute each 

way, but obviously this new arrangement allows her to be at ho me more  of the 

time, rather than constantly flying off. We send her our best wishes fo r a 

successful new career.  

Makoto and Yumi send the congregation at Southernhay their òBest 

wishes for a peaceful Christmas and a Happy New Year.  God bless you.ó  We too  

send our very best wishes to  them all for a Joyful Christmas, and a Happy , 

Peaceful N ew Year, especially as Makoto and Yumi approach their  40th Wedding 

Anniversary year.    

Irene Ward would like to thank everyone for their appreciated cards and 

kind thoug hts ; and to thank Bob Ellis for conducting the funeral service for Ken.  

It was a kind  and gentle service, much appreciated  and well attended.  The 

smaller chapel at the crematorium was packed.  Many more chairs were brought 

in and the congregation was stil l over -flowing into the hallway .  Irene has been 

persuaded by her sons to have a new c ompanion at home called ôBertieõ, who is a 

budgerigar. She is trying to teach him to talk but, so far, they are still on word 

number one!   

An update on Ruth  Morgan, who broke her right ankle and left wrist at 

home on the same day that Ken Ward died.  Ruth  spent some time at the RD&E 

and was then transferred to Sidmouth for convalescence.  She is due to go to 

the Fracture Clinic shortly to have the plaster  casts  removed before  being 

assessed for  the next st age. 
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Honor Govier  has difficulty writing now, so she and 

Percy are sorry they will not be sending Christmas cards  

this year .   

Instead, they would like to wish all their friends a t 

Southernhay a  very Happy Christmas and  a Peaceful New 

Year.  

 

  

 

 

The next Coffee Concert  

will take place on  

Saturday 8th Dec ember  

 

 

Featuring Music for Christmas   

with The Southernhay Singers and John Draisey (organ).  

 

Usual time starting 10.30 am with coffee and free admission.  
 

 John Scarfe                                                                                                          
 

 

 

 

God and Religion 
 

God is love, but get it in writing.  Gypsy Rose Lee 

' Taking Reservations for Eternity ð Smoking or Non -

Smoking'  Sign outside a church  

My favourite characters in the Bible are King David, 

Delilah and Charlton Heston.  Milton Berle  

Jesus was Jewish, but only on his mother's side.  

Archie Bunker  
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The Jews were a proud people and throughout history they had trouble with the 

unsympathetic Genitals.  Schoolboy howler  

Just how many witnesses do they need  before Jehova h's trial starts?    

Tom Shie lds 

The easy confidence with which I know another's religion is folly teaches me to 

suspect that my own is also.  Mark Twain  
 

 
Christmas Showca se 

Saturday 8 th  December 2018  
 

Welcome to The Drama Schoolõs Annual Showcase 

 
This is your opportunity to see some of the exciting and varied exam 

work, which is normally only seen by teachers and examiners,  

as well as two sneak previews of our 2019 Festival Plays! 

 
The programme has been selected by the students themselves, who  have 

all chosen some of their favourite scenes and pieces to perform  

for an audience of friends and families. 

 
 Some of the scenes are work in progress as they approach exams  

and some are scenes from recent exams. 

 
You can expect to see some excellent acting in extracts  

from very different plays and writers. 

 
We have our two Festival plays in rehearsal ð  

very different in style, mood and period.   

Each company will show the opening sequence of their play.  
Both plays will be shown in full, with costumes, music and sets, in March 

and April, firstly here, in the URC, and then at The All England Theatre 

Festivals at The Shaftesbury Theatre in Dawlish  

and The Blackmore Theatre in Exmouth. 

 
We hope you will join us for our Christmas Showcase  

ð you are sure to have a very enjoyable evening. 
Doors will be open for the audience from 5.30 . 

Please see Posters for final details. 
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Bangladesh   
Sponsored by Heavitree  

 

 

Some of you will remem ber 

Commitment for Life talking about 

this issue many years ago.  Unkhoam 

Bome is what used to be called a 

traditional birthing attendant. 25 years ago, she received training from the 

Christian Commission for Development in Bangladesh.   This was an eleven-day 

training session with a refresher course a few years later.  She has safely 

delivered over 300 babies since that initial training.  

Unkhoam lives in the Gethshimani para in Bandarban  which is a remote 

part of Bangladesh.  There is little emergency healt h support, so she is greatly 

admired by the community for her fully trained child delivery skills.  

Having heard that CCDB were again offering training she decided to 

update her knowledg e and skills .  This time she spent 10 days learning all about 

the new ways of providing support and advice to pregnant mothers. Her hygiene 

practices have been tightened by wearing gloves, a face mask and a head cap.  

She keeps in contact with the mother f or up to a week after the birth offering 

support and help where needed.   

She can confidently spot complications because of her experience and will 

organise for a mother to be taken to the nearest hospital or clinic if she is 

concerned.  This has happened on many occasions and her quick assessment of 

the situation has saved ma ny mothers and babies.   Unkhoam is satisfied with the 

work she is doing in the community to ensure the safe delivery of a healthy child 

to a healthy mother.  

 

* * * *  

 

I have just bough t a new Canon printer, which means 

that my present still working Canon  is surplus to my 

requirements.   It scans , copies and will accept  

compatible inkjet cartridges (on the internet for as 

little as £5.65 for the set of 5 ).   

Offers in the region of £25.   

  

Please contact Diane Burch ( dianeburch57@gmail.com) 

 

Photo ð Rebecca Wills  

mailto:dianeburch57@gmail.com
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David Hole took us  on a fantastic tour around Paris.  

His knowledge of the area and its famous buildings is 

incredible.  

John Tucker showed us some lovely slides of the picturesque Island of 

Guernsey.  This is another venue with an interesting history.  

Sonya and Colin Andrews came and gave us a lovely Musical Afternoon.  

We all enjoyed joining in a few well -known songs. 

Many of us took advantage of our visit to Monkton Elm Garden Centre to 

do some Christmas Shopping.  There was an amazing array of items available and 

the Chri stmas Grotto was beautiful.  

At the time of writing we are  looking forward to our Christmas Party with 

the ôSkylarksõ on the 29th  November and our Christmas Lunch at Carriages on 6 th  

December. 

ôFriends and Neighboursõ wishes everyone A Happy Christmas and a 

Peaceful New Year.  

 

Joan Bedford 

 
 

 

Christmas Gatherings in December  

 

Saturday  8th  - Coffee concert at Southernhay 10.30  

Sunday 9th  - Christingle 6.00pm  at Southernhay  

Sunday 16th  - Carols at Heavitree 6.00pm  

Tuesday 25 th  - Service at 10.00am Southernhay  

Sunday 30 th  - Joint service  10.30am at Southernhay  
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Sad News 

As we go to press, news has been received of the death on November 26th of 

Elizabeth Daker, Honor and Percy's daughter, who ea rlier had been diagnosed 

with cancer.  Elizabe th and her husband were married by Alastair Logan , who 

will be leading the funeral and memorial services by request.  No dates  available 

as yet.  

Our sincerest condolences to all the families so sadly affected.  

 

 

* * * *  

 

Southernhay Afternoon Guild 
Co-ordinators Anthea Chapman & Michael Goddard  
 

An Exeter Life in Peace and War 

Cornelius Kerslake, plumber and soldier.  

Our speaker at the November meeting was Robert Guyver  (Cornelius was 

the Great Uncle of Robert and Ted Guyver ). 

Robertõs illustrated talk gave the history of the Kerslake family . The 

fifth child of six , Cornelius was born on 6 th  June 1876  at 71 Sidwell Str eet  to 

parents Cornelius and Elizabeth.   The 1911 Census shows that Cornelius was 

single, a plumber and liv ed at 5 Jubilee Street.  

At the time of the outbreak of the First World War, the age range 

allowed for enlistment was between 19 -30.  War was declared  on 4th  August 

1914 when Cornelius was aged 38 and strictly not eligible to enlist.   However, in 

spite of the consequences of giving false information, he did enlist , giving 

incorrect details of his age, place of birth and former military connection.   He 

stated he was born in Hackney in January 1885 and had connection with a 

Liverpool regiment.  

Cornelius was recruited to the Kings  (Liverpool Regiment) and was in 

France with t he 11th  Battalion from 19 th  May 1915.  Wounded on 24 th  August 

1915, he was eventually brought back to the Norfolk War Hospital  in Thorpe, 

Norwich.  Following convalescence at a hospital in Epsom he was discharged on 

30 th  October 1915 and returned to France  in December 1915. 
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He was wounded again 17th  January 

1917 and likely to have been taken to The 

Chateau at Habarcq.   Robert has details 

of a letter written by Sister Laura 

James, a New Zealand Nurse , which 

graphically describes her experience of 

treat ing the wounded.  

 

Habarcq chateau Via Wikipasdecalais  

Cornelius was transferred from 

France and eventually on 11th  March 

arrived in Exeter.   Because of his 

disability he was declare d unfit for 

service and died on 1 st  April 1917 , 

subsequently being  buried at the Higher 

Cemetery on 4 th  April.  His death 

Certificate still shows his incorrect age.  

This brief summary does not do 

justice to the wealth of information 

that Robert gave us, bo th on the family 

history of Cornelius and war service.    

This  was an appropriate time to remember the 100 th  Anniversary of the 

First World War.  

 

 

My personal  Remembrance Day Concert at Ypres 

On the 11th November I had the opportunity to attend the 'Great W ar 

Remembered' concert  in St Martin's Cathedral , Ypres. 

The concert was to contribute to the annual day of remembrance for 

those who died, turning the clock  back 100 years and immersing those present in 

the atmosphere of the war.  

Instrumental and  vocal music of the very highest quality , together with  a 

narrative and First World War  images, made the concert an  

unforgettable  experience.   Following the concert there was the Last Post 

Ceremony and the laying of wreaths at the Menin  Gate. 

 

Michael Goddard 
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Southe rnhay Afternoon Guild Spring Programme 2019 
Monthly on Monday 2.30 - 4.00pm 

7th January       France 2015 Part 2 ; speaker Clive Yeates 

4th February    Devon Air Ambulance Service; speaker TBC  

4th March       Youth Genesis ð a strength -based approach to Youth                                          

                        Development; speaker Jon Oliverio  

8th April          Spring Lunch at The Orangery, Powderham plus possible    

                         visit to the Castle (to be arranged)  

 
 
 

Zouera (cont)  

Our Sponsored Child, Zouera sent us another 

letter thanking us at Heavitree for her birthday 

present and giving us further small insights into her 

everyday life.  Zouera tells u s that she and her 

family are good and busy working on the farms.  Men 

grow mill et and soiphum, while women grow okora, 

peanut and seasom.  When they get back home, they go to the river to wash.  

They play, swim, and catch fish.  

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Weõd like to thank yo u all for the generous 

Harvest Festival  donations  we have received in the last  

few weeks , as a result of which  our crypt storage area is 

now full!  

With the rising numbers of people in need of our 

services, we now see between 55 and 65 individuals a day  

for whom  your donations  make a vital difference.   

Survival services are availab le from 8am weekdays in the St Petrockõs 

Centre and include access to showers, laundry, telephone and internet facilities 

as well as hot meals.  
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Your generous donations will help us provide hot drinks, cooked 

breakfasts and lunches each weekday througho ut the year.   Last year, our 

dedicated kitchen volunteers served 9,218 meals!  We are also able to offer 

clothing, sleeping bags, rucksacks, toiletr ies and other necessities to those in 

need, thanks  to the generosity of the local community.  

Over the cours e of the last year, we have continued to develop new 

services to fill the increasing gaps in provision.  In August 2017, to complement 

our existing supported, private rented housing service, we opened our first 

house to provide emergency accommodation for clients with low -medium support 

needs, in order to assist them  before private rented accommodation can be 

found.  

Our housing projects provide a per sonalised approach in environments 

where people can feel safe, settled and able to move forwards. This route  has 

proved to be highly successful with around 90% of tenants sustaining their 

accommodation for 6 months and beyond.   

As a result of this success , in the summer this year Exeter City Council 

awarded St Petrockõs five  flats to provide supported accommoda tion to 11 

individuals.  Among our tenants are two  long-term entrenched rough sleepers, a 

male and female with around 20 years rough sleeping betwee n them.  

 

 

Abiding Regulations  
 

While shepherds watched  t heir flocks by night , 

All seated on the ground , 

The angel of the Lord came down  and glory shone around.  

 

The Union of Shepherds has complained that it 

breaches health and safety regulations to insist that 

shepherds must watch their flocks without appropriate 

seating arrangements being provided ; therefore benches, stools and 

orthopaedic chairs must be made ava ilable.   Shepherds have also requested 

that, due to the inclement weather conditions at this time of year, they should 

watch their flocks via CCTV cameras from centrally -heated  observation huts.  

 

Please note, the Angel of the Lord is reminded that before s hining  

his/her glory all around she/he must ascertain that all shepherds have been 

issued with glasses and sunblock cream capable of filtering out the harmful 

effects of UVA, UVB and Glory.  
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The End of Capitalism  

by Theodore Richards   

Part  3 (concluding) 

 

The f ollowing article , begun in October , is 

adapted  from  the  book ' The Great  Re-

imagining: Spirituality  in an Age of  

Apocalypse'   

[Reproduced with kind permission]  

 

Available  from  Amazon for  around £12   

or  free  as a Kindle download. 

 

 

https://progressivechristianity.org/resources/the -great -re -imagining-

spirituality -in-an-age-of -apocalypse/  

 

Iõve noticed that most people are at least as unsure as  I am about what a 

new economy might look like.   This shows how deeply immersed in Capitalism we 

are.  Itõs actually pretty hard to imagine another system. Marx tried, and the 

Soviet model showed how difficult it really can be to implement a  new one.  In 

order to avoid some of these mistakes, we would be well served by start ing with 

a deep examination of the values of a re -imagined spirituality rather than start 

with a new economic model.  The hope would be that out of these val ues, a viable 

alternative can  emerge organically.  

  

            The spiritual principle of equality is an easy place to start because most 

of us have some intuitive sense that at least humans are all of equal value.  

There is a specific, if partial, remedy  to this problem within the p arameters of 

the current system.  A global tax on capital could be implemented, which would 

provide money to alleviate poverty and to allow for investment in alternative 

energies.  It would, moreover, reduce the absurd overcons umption of the 

wealthy.  

 

 

https://progressivechristianity.org/author/27003
https://progressivechristianity.org/resources/the-great-re-imagining-spirituality-in-an-age-of-apocalypse/
https://progressivechristianity.org/resources/the-great-re-imagining-spirituality-in-an-age-of-apocalypse/
https://progressivechristianity.org/resources/the-great-re-imagining-spirituality-in-an-age-of-apocalypse/
https://progressivechristianity.org/resources/the-great-re-imagining-spirituality-in-an-age-of-apocalypse/
https://progressivechristianity.org/resources/the-great-re-imagining-spirituality-in-an-age-of-apocalypse/
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At  its core, the radical opposition of such prophets as Jesus to inequality 

must be fully understood and embraced as a spiritual principle.  A global tax on 

capital must be implemented because inequality leads, ultimately, to the capacity 

of one person to buy another and the compulsion of another to sell herself.  

Whether we call this a òfree marketó or slavery is mere semantics; it is the 

inevitable result of an inegalitarian system.  

Each of us should be able to find both meaning in our work and engage our  

bodies in the process of production.  Sitting in cubicles, moving money around to 

make more money for the rich not only exacerbates inequality; it also moves us 

further and further from real and meaningful work.  It drives us deeper into 

abstraction and a lienation from the natural world.   

On an individual level, many of the great traditions embrace the notion 

that true fulfilment is found not in always looking for more, but in recognizing 

that we already have enough.   But what would this look like on a col lective, global 

scale?  It is profoundly important to examine this question as we approach the 

end of Capitalism, for the simple fact of the end of Capitalism is that we can no 

longer have a growing economy on a finite planet stretched to its very limit.  

The apocalyptic nature of this moment lies largely in this fact ð that the 

cosmology of consumption is ending.   

 

              The spirituality of interconnection is a way to value all beings.  The 

essential problem with our economy is that we value things  ð from humans to 

forests ð in terms of money rather than in their intrinsic value as beings. The 

forests are not valuable because they produce wood, or even because they are a 

nice place for people to go camping.  They have value just like you and me, 

because we exist and have the right to be.  

  

               There is always an alternative.  But when a system is so deeply 

embedded in the psyche, a profound act of the imagination is required.  And 

until we challenge the values behind Capitalism there will indeed appear to be no 

alternative.  Of course, total collapse will bring about a change as well.  

Whether Capitalism ends through a re -imagining or a collapse, or both, it has 

reached its apocalyptic moment.  

 

Theodore Richards ( www.theodorerichards.com ) is a writer, educator, and 

philosopher, and the founder of The Chicago Wisdom Project 

(www.chicagowisdomproject.org ).  He is the author of seven books and  has 

gained numerous literary awards .  He lives on the south side of Chicago with his 

wife and three daughters.  

http://www.theodorerichards.com/
http://www.chicagowisdomproject.org/
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Reality  
 

Looking forward to Christmas.                Itõs just another day. 

Lots of places to go to.                           Thereõs no one to invit e me. 

Loads of money to spend.                        Iõm struggling to make do. 

Piles of presents piled up .                      Thereõs no presents for me. 

Table groaning with food.                      The larder is empty.  

Family gathered togethe r.                     Iõm all on my own. 

A roaring log fire.                                   A coat wrapped around me.  

We can sit and relax.                              Iõve no work and no home. 

 

Predestined  
 

The cry of a new born can be heard in the night , 

Your arrival long promised as the scriptures have said . 

Nothing kingly for you, a fe ed box as a bed  

And rags wrapped around you, by your mother you ' r e fed.  

To those who are lowly, an announcement is given : 

Praise God who is holy, angels sing up in heaven. 

Sages study the signs, follow your natal star , 

Give gifts all symbolic, clues to your life to come.  

Your safety is threatened, other innocents too : 

Their lives they will give, you have work still to do.  
 

Lucy Langmead 
 
 

Down to Earth  

Recently an anonymous bidder paid $450 million 

for a painting by Leonardo Da Vinci.  The artwork 

depicts a very holy looking Jesus with his hand raised in 

a blessing gesture, and is entitled òSaviour of the 

World.ó  Ironically, it was subsequently revealed  that 

the religious piece  was purchased by a Saudi prince from 

a remote branch of the royal family whoõs presumably 

Muslim.  It should make a nice òChristmasó gift. 

 

 

http://173.254.107.125/wordsnways/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/da-vinci-savior.png
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The birth of Jesus is a little -known fact.  That is, we know virtually 

nothing except th e fact that such a histori cal figure existed and thus was born, 

plus the fact that various birth legends soon arose to prop up subsequent 

theological claims about him.  In the canonical gospels, Mark and John have no 

interest in any birth fable, miraculous or otherwise , since it is  not useful to 

their message.  

On the other hand, the early Jewish -Christian communities represented 

by Matthew and Luke spin nativity tales of Jesusõ birth as a fulfilment of 

Jewish prophecy.  Matthew goes to extreme len gths to  construct a tortured 

genealogy that will somehow place the infant in the lineage of David.  And, of 

course, the odds that the historical Jesus was born on December 25 th  are about 

1 in 365.  But because these stories are part of the canon of scriptu re that has 

been subsequently deemed  to be somehow sacred, they are literally accorded 

òother-worldlyó status. 

Like the Bible itself, however, these fanciful legends are of purely human 

construction.  And if you were to consider these nativity tales in any  other 

context, the sanctity of the òholy familyó isnõt all that respectable.   Mary has a 

child out of wedlock, and Josephõs initial inclination is to want nothing to do with 

a young woman who has been made pregnant by someone else.  It might bear 

repeatin g that the original Greek word used in the gospels means simply a young 

woman.  Subsequently the Latin ôvirgoõ is used, which translates as ôvirgin.õ 

The whole notion of gods and humans co -creating with something as 

unnatural as a òvirgin birthó is a fairly standard plotline.  It takes the h umblest 

of human origins and imagines superhuman greatness, elevated to miraculous and 

divine status.   

There are those of us who have long since found the need to replace the 

òChristó of Christmas past with something a little more credible and down to 

earth.  As legends go, the gospel birth narratives are charming tales that are to 

be taken no more literall y than the subsequent legends that depict the 

resurrection of one who was born, lived and died.   

Seeking the òtrue meaning of Christmasó ð whether a nat ivity tale of any 

sort, or something as generic and universal as wishing everyone peace on earth, 

goodwill to all ñ is a perennial quest.  Itõs not unlike the quest for the first 

Christmas of that historical figure, his teaching and way of life.   
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It does not require attributing other worldly, sacred status to a birth 

that was no more holy than anyone else õs.  But all the more important is the life 

we have, and how we live it.   

John William Bennison, Rel.D.  www.wordsnways.com  

 

 

Armistice 1918 -2018 

I have made two previous WW1 

guided battlefield tours , but this 

November was the culmination of four 

years of commemorations of the so -

called Great War.  Previous visits had 

been during the summer, but this time 

it was a  cold, wet November. Before , 

I had gone on my own, but this time 

Dave came with me to sha re all the 

thought -provoking scenes. 

We were in Ypres on Sunday 11 th  to watch the stream of troops and 

representatives of the Commonwealth and other organisations layi ng wreaths 

under the arch of the Menin Gate, which bears the names of thousands who 

have no known graves. 

We also visited Mons and heard anecdotes about the first mounted sabre 

charge by the British Expeditionary Force in 1914 and saw the graves of the 

fir st and last British soldiers to die in the war , who are buried near one another 

in the St . Symphorien cemetery, where British and German graves are sited 

together.  

A visit to a German cemetery made us realise the different attitude to 

remembering.  Underst andably Germany does not have remembrance services on 

the scale of ours, but nonetheless they still mourn the loss of countless loved 

ones.  

We saw German troops from NATO arriving to do the annual tidy up at 

one of the four large German cemeteries, so dif ferent from the constant care 

of the Commonwealth War Graves Commission.  

There is discuss ion now as to the nature of future remembrance after 

100 years. 

Sandra and David Hogan  

http://www.wordsnways.com/
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A joint church choir sing during the Corrymeela service.  

Hope in Conflict  

The Corrymeela Community  is committed to reconciliation and pe ace-

building in Northern Ireland and throughout the world.  

On the weekend of 17 -18 November, the Corrymeela South -West group 

arranged a day conference entitled ôHope in Conflictõ.  The leader of the 

Community, Padraig OõTuama, was the key note speaker and one of five group 

leaders, all of whom addressed the title from within their own life and work 

experience. About eighty people attended and the whole day was a great 

success, giving us all much to think about and to ta ke away with us.  

In the evening, Padra ig, himself a poet, joined four other local poets for 

poetry readings.  

The weekend culminated with a joint 

city centre churchesõ service at 

Southernhay, with central churches 

ministers all taking part and with Padraig  

preaching the sermon.  

The collection  from the service 

together with that from the poetry 

evening amounted to over £600, which will 

be sent to the Community in due course.  

 

 

It was a joy to have P adraig with us.  He is an excellent speaker and I 

recommend you to look up some of his TED talks and other articles  online. 

 

Sandra Hogan 

 
 

An update from Churches Together  

across Exeter (CTaX)  
 

On Wed 21st October, South Street Baptist 

Church hosted the AGM and latest Council meeting of 

this City -wide ecumenical initiative. The outgoing Chair, 

Revd Alan Rothwell spoke of the importance of  being  

                                                                                                                                                


