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I have always been interested in politics. The importance of voting was
instilled in me as a youngster by my father who used to talk about my
grandfather going out to vote whenever there was an election. I didn’t know my
grandfather but I know that he was injured in an accident at work and never
went out very much after that. However, when it came to voting day, he would
put on his best suit, meet up with some of his pals, and off they would go to the
polling station, followed by a visit to the pub! Hearing this from my dad gave me
the sense of voting being something I had to do, and I can remember my
excitement at going to vote for the first time on the day of the 1983 general
election. I don’t mind revealing that I voted SDP on that occasion, after having
spent some of my spare time in the weeks before that election stuffing
envelopes for them. It was my piano teacher, a great admirer of Shirley
Williams, who got me doing this!
My interest in politics, and my commitment to voting, have continued to
the present day and, if anything, have increased in recent months with the
turmoil over Brexit. Over the last few weeks I have watched a bit of BBC
Parliament on the days when Brexit debates have been going on (I’ve always
thought I have a bit of a masochistic tendency!) and I have to say I’ve felt quite
hopeful when I’ve heard some MPs speak. It is clear that there are those MPs
in all the parties who really care about their constituents, and who speak
passionately and eloquently about the things that concern them. It’s
disappointing, though, that many of the best ones, in my opinion, seem to be on
the backbenches.
I’m sure some of you are fed up with hearing about all things Brexit, and
I can quite understand this reaction. However, it doesn’t mean we have to
switch off from politics altogether. The Joint Public Issues Team of the
United Reformed Church, the Methodist Church, the Church of Scotland and
the Baptist Union works on equipping churches to speak and act, and to pray
about, the political issues of the day. It helps churches to speak out with a
distinctively Christian voice on, for example, matters of injustice. On their
website the Joint Public Issues Team says ‘Christianity has a lot to say about
politics. Jesus taught about the issues and everyday choices facing ordinary
people and those in power. We cannot ignore the challenges facing society
today, and we need to engage fully with democratic processes and decisionmaking. By participating in political life, Christians can make a positive impact
on the political landscape.’
2

It is sometimes
said that religion and
politics don’t mix, a view
that I have never
subscribed to. At
college I had a poster
on my wall of Desmond
Tutu, Bible in hand, with
a quotation that went
something like “I’m puzzled by what Bible people are reading when they say
religion and politics don’t mix.” Politics is, after all, not just about party
politics; many of the things with which it is concerned are there in the Bible and
in the teaching of Jesus – the way the poor and vulnerable are treated,
economic justice, speaking out against exploitation – all things that as Christians
we need to be concerned about.
Let us pray for our politicians – whatever we might think of them - I don’t
think they have easy jobs, particularly at the moment. We know that recently
some of them have been subjected to antisemitism for example. And let us
remember that, whatever political party we support, or whether we are not that
interested in party politics, as Christians we are called to take an interest in
what is going on in our world and in our local communities, to pray and to work
for peace and justice.

Amanda

Southernhay Flowers for February
3rd Silk flowers used.
10th Silk flowers used.
17th Flowers from church funds.
24th Silk flowers used.

Margaret Collman
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Pastoral Coordinators:
Dorothy King
01392 250464
Jean Noble jeandnoble@yahoo.co.uk
01392 253606

We are so pleased to pass on some very good news. We hear that David
and Christine Marsh are planning to celebrate their Diamond wedding
anniversary, 60 years, at the beginning of April. We offer many, many
congratulations to them both.
David is Devon born and bred, from Sidmouth and Christine reckons she
is just about a naturalised Devonian, having moved here 70 years ago.
They were married in Devizes, Wiltshire whilst David was doing his national
service. They were both young and were told it would never last, wrongly!
Here's wishing you many more years of happy marriage, Christine and David,
supporting each other as you have done in the past.
We all wish Amanda our minister an enjoyable, refreshing and productive
sabbatical, long overdue for a variety of reasons. We hope it will prove to have
been worth waiting for and look forward to her return in June.

February for us has been another quiet month,
for which we are grateful. It has given people the
chance to recover from the coughs and colds that
have laid them low.
It was good to see Brian and Pam Sharpe back
at church following their recent illnesses, as well as Kath Heginbottom, also
Mavis Batstone at Church Meeting.
The work on the floor has more or less been completed and it just
remains to get it retiled (carpet). The Vestry has been carpeted, the good
thing about this being that the room had to be completely cleared for this to
happen, giving the opportunity to have a good clear out of the rubbish that
often seems to accumulate in such places.
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As we now enter the season of Lent, Heavitree Churches Together look
forward to the Wednesday Lent Lunches: a short Service at 12 noon followed by
soup and roll. All monies donated will be given to the Exeter Food Bank. This
period also sees the start of the Lent House Groups led this year by Dick and
Janet Gray, starting on the 13th March 7.30pm at Heavitree URC.
As always, we remember in our prayers those in both Churches who are
unwell or unable to worship with us at this time, especially Heather Yeates as
she continues her treatment and Elizabeth Willett after her recent fall.
Lent Lunch dates are 13th March at St Michael’s; 20th March at St
Lawrence’s; 27th March at Blessed Sacrament; 3rd April at Wonford Methodist;
and 10th April at Heavitree URC.

The next Coffee Concert
will take place on
Saturday 16th March
when Rebecca Smith (mezzo soprano) with John Scarfe (piano) will
perform Schumann’s wonderful song cycle ‘Women’s Love and Life’,
plus a group of English Songs.
This is the concert which had to be postponed last October due to
illness.
Coffee is served from 10.30 am and admission is free.

John Scarfe
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Luck
Everything went right for him until the day he was born. Victor Borge
Just my luck. I was at the airport when my ship came in. Henny Youngman
Just before I was about to have an operation, I heard the words you really
don't want to hear: 'Now, where's my lucky scalpel?' Jonathan Katz
My uncle had a rabbit's foot for 30 years. His other foot was quite normal.
Tom Griffin
Age does not diminish the extreme disappointment of having a scoop of ice
cream fall from the cone. Jim Freiberg
If it weren't for bad luck, I wouldn't have any luck at all. Dick Gregory
What I'm looking for is a blessing that's not in disguise. Kitty Collins
LOST: black and white dog, blind in left eye, half of right ear missing, no tail,
limps. Answers to the name of Lucky. Newspaper advertisement
Moses dragged the Jews through the desert for forty years to bring us to the
one place in the Middle East where there was no oil. Golda Meir

The group had an enjoyable afternoon, catching up
with one another’s news over the festive period. They
also had fun with the quiz, that Joan had put together.
Following on from the groups welcome back meeting. The
second meeting of the year, the group held their annual Bring & Buy sale, which
is always lots of fun.
The first speaker of the year was Don Foster who gave a very interesting
talk about his trip to the Philippines, where he got very involved in compiling his
family tree. Don also supported his talk with some lovely slides of his travels.
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Programme for March:
7th By Special Arrangement - Chris Avis
14th Long Distance Walking - Janet Gray
21st Four Seasons - John Tucker
28th Guildhall Strummers

Anne Richardson

Southernhay Afternoon Guild
Co-ordinators Anthea Chapman & Michael Goddard

Our February speaker was Trevor Huggons
who gave an illustrated talk on the work of the
Devon Air Ambulance. We are all familiar with the
sight of the red helicopter overhead or in the
news. How did it all begin?
In 1986 as a result of a tragic family event,
a lady started fundraising and in August 1992 the Service flew its first mission.
In 2017 the Service celebrated 25 years.
The Service provides help for anyone in need of essential medical
treatment. A speed of response is required. Because of the varied terrain in
this county, helicopters can often reach situations far quicker and easier than
land ambulances. Devon Air Ambulance now owns two helicopters and can reach
all parts of Devon within 15 minutes (90% within 10 minutes).
The helicopters are based in two locations: Exeter Airport and
Burrington. As from 2016 they are able to fly in the hours of darkness up to
midnight. It is hoped to extend these hours.
How many patients have been helped? In 2017, 990 patients were assisted.
The Trust has 80 members of staff and 500 volunteers.
It costs around £6.4 million p.a. to run the Service. The Devon Air Ambulance
Trust is a registered Charity and receives no government funds.
If you'd like to know more about the Service, please Phone 01392 466666.

Michael Goddard
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Bangladesh Clothing Factories Safety Concerns
Over 1,100 people died when the
Rana Plaza building in Dhaka collapsed in
2013. It exposed poor safety standards
and regulation. Big retail brands may have
been culpable through their drive to keep
prices as low as possible.
Following that disaster, two
internationally backed efforts were initiated to improve safety
standards. How safe is it now for workers in the garment-manufacturing
industry in Bangladesh?
Picture: Pixabay

The Accord on Fire and Building Safety remains dubious. It says 188
factories have completed all the work required after inspections. A further
1,220 factories are behind schedule. Implementing new safety measures can be
expensive, and some factory bosses are unhappy. H&M told the BBC they wanted
to see a proper timeline for a "smooth and progressive" transition until the
locally run safety monitoring system is "fully ready".
Climate Change linked to Miscarriage
Along coastal and river villages in Bangladesh, researchers have noticed a
significant increase in the rate of miscarriages. Increased sea levels have
inundated fields that in the 1990’s were rice paddies. Salt water has infiltrated
rivers and underground aquifers. Local villagers rely on these for drinking, but
the salt is having increasingly deleterious effects on health. “This is climate
change in action,” says Dr Manzoor Hanifi, a scientist from the International
Centre for Diarrhoeal Disease Research Bangladesh (ICDDRB), a research
institute.
Our Commitment for Life partner in
Bangladesh is Christian Aid, who works to
promote resilience. It has a track record in
developing technical skills, knowledge and
capacity around climate change adaptation.
Through its local partners they have a wide
reach and significant experience in disaster risk
Picture: Wikimedia
reduction. They have proven their expertise in delivering
emergency food security, supporting communities to rebuild their livelihoods.
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Who was Charles Lewis? – a family mystery (continued)
Charles’ son in law, Thomas Yeates, served in the Coldstream Guards and
fought in the Crimean War, earning the Sebastopol medal with the Sebastopol
battle clasp. The siege of Sebastopol lasted for eleven months, causing
immense hardship on all sides. The human cost was huge: 25,000 British,
100,000 French and up to a million Russians died, almost all of disease and
neglect.
The siege was a forerunner of the trench warfare of the First World
War. The medical stations treating the sick and wounded were poorly staffed,
with insufficient supplies, and the medical and sanitary conditions were awful.
This terrible state of affairs was reported by the media in Britain and 38
voluntary nurses, amongst them Florence Nightingale, travelled to Turkey to
help relieve the situation. Thomas was one of the sick and injured; indeed, he
was invalided out of the army because he was, according to his service record,
“unfit for further service on account of disease of the spine causing partial
paralysis of the legs and that the disease was caused by exposure to the cold
and wet when on service in the East." I wonder, was he nursed by “the lady with
the lamp”?
My grandfather, Albert George Yeates, followed
the military tradition by enlisting in the Royal Artillery,
ending up as Regimental Sergeant Major. He fought in
the Egypt campaign which arose after an Egyptian
colonel led a revolt and threatened to block the Suez
Canal (some 74 years before Colonel Nasser issued a
similar threat during the Suez crisis!), gaining the
Egypt campaign medal and the Khedive of Egypt Star
medal. The Khedive was the ruler of Egypt and Sudan
Researching these medals sparked my interest in family history and,
apart from unearthing some interesting facts about my and my wife’s forebears,
gave a fascinating insight into the social history of the time. I was particularly
interested in how society treated its poor and needy, since some of our family
were on parish relief and others had to enter their local workhouse. Parish
relief was introduced by the Poor Law Act 1601, identifying two overseers of
the poor in each parish with power to raise rates. Boys were usually found
apprenticeships and girls put into service.
This system was overwhelmed in early 1800 through poverty and social
mobility; and workhouses were established by The Poor Law (Amendment) Act
of 1834. These lasted until 1929.
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I can remember my own grandparents recalling the horror of the
workhouses and how this was really the last resort when all other means had
been exhausted.
Most people nowadays know about the Poor Law and its workhouses
from reading Charles Dickens' novel Oliver Twist and remembering “the boy who
asked for more”. Instead of providing a refuge for the elderly, sick and poor,
and food or clothing in exchange for work in times of high unemployment,
workhouses were to become a sort of prison system. The government's
intention was to slash expenditure on poverty by setting up a cruelly deterrent
regime. The old parish poorhouses and alms-houses were to be completely
changed; no cash support whatever would henceforth be given out - whatever
the hardship or the season - and the old gifts in kind (food, shoes, blankets)
which could help a family survive together, were now disallowed. The only option
would be hard work, forced labour, and only inside the workhouse (which meant
entering there to live, full time) in exchange for a thin subsistence. Homes
were broken up, belongings sold, families separated.
Groups of parishes - called Poor Law Unions – were formed under the new
system and a network of workhouses was established across the country. They
were run by 'Guardians' who were usually local business people. The regime
inside these places was deliberately intended to deter everyone but the most
desperate. Children were separated and sent away, heads were shaved, clothes
boiled, uniforms issued. Although centrally-controlled through the Poor Law
Board, each workhouse was administered locally.

Clive Yeates
Continued next month.

Southernhay Child Contact Centre's
30th Anniversary Party

You are invited to help us celebrate with tea and cake
on Friday 5 April from 3pm to 5pm in the Church Hall.
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Time Travel – just a minute
Seemingly in response to the thoughts of Chris
Avis in February P&N as to why he finds the
Creed, in many of its forms, not only
Picture: Syfy Wire
anachronistic but decidedly unhelpful as part of a worship
service, I thought I’d try it out for myself the following Sunday at the morning
eucharist at the Cathedral.
There is a sense in which I don’t know how I will respond to the Creed
until the time comes to recite it, as it very much depends on how I’m feeling at
the time – in the moment, even. Sometimes I feel annoyed by it as an unwanted
intrusion when I am being invited to say words I don’t believe to be literally
true. But at other times I can let it drift by while meditating on some aspect of
the faith for a minute or two. As a child in my communion class while attending
a fairly high Anglican church in my early years, the importance of the Creed
would have been explained as part of church orthodoxy and I would, no doubt,
have accepted it as one of the places where the prayer book indicated ‘all’ to
speak. Now that life experiences have had their way and my personal theology
has moved back and forth across the ‘literal’ spectrum, I find myself at the
liberal end of things, for the time being at any rate.
I have no problem with the preliminary words of the Creed ‘I believe in
one God’ and a few of the words about Jesus as Lord, his crucifixion and death
under Pontius Pilate, and finally some more words about believing in the Holy
Spirit as Lord and Giver of Life. But otherwise it becomes something of a tick
box exercise, which is hardly the point of Christian (or any other) worship by a
faith community.
Last time, after the eucharist, I didn’t go round asking people what they
thought of the Creed, though I suspect their responses would have been many
and varied. That could be something for another time and place – a Lent housegroup, maybe? If not for the Creed, why else might I sometimes worship at the
Cathedral? I’m sure memories of my formative early years at our parish church
(and associated church school next door to it) play a part since anything familiar
in an ever-changing world can be a comfort. Even knowing one is able to recall,
if needed, the words of the Book of Common Prayer can be reassuring.
Undoubtedly the music and dressing-up in a Cathedral service adds to
something of a special occasion, all in a beautiful ancient building where
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Christian worship (and a great many other things besides!) has taken place for
centuries, together making for something different from everyday life, though
that, of course, is just where God is most likely to be found, one might argue.
But it’s also about joining other folk from our faith tradition who worship God in
a rather different way, including the Creed – we all get different perspectives
on the same God, after all.

Christians Together across Exeter
This is an invitation to learn more about what’s
currently going on in Exeter churches and to hear about plans
for the future. Amanda and I would normally represent
Southernhay at Council meetings of CTaX (Christians
Together across Exeter) but we are unable to be there this time. These Council
meetings are open to anyone to attend, and you are invited to come along to the
next meeting which is at Wonford Methodist Church on Wednesday 20th March
at 7pm. Topical items include City Centre Chaplaincy, Street Pastors and the
Good Friday service and Walk of Witness, while further ahead are plans for the
Devon County Show, Christian Aid Week and a variety of other initiatives. It’s a
good opportunity to meet folk from other churches across the city and ask
questions about the things we can do better together.

David Hogan
Do you use any of these
HP Photosmart printers?
3108 / 3110 / 3210 / 3310 / 7180 series / 8250
C5100 series / C6150 / C6154 / C6170 / C6175
C6180 / C6183 / C6185 / C6188 / C6190 / C7150
C7170 / C7177 / C7180 / C7183 / C7186 / C7188
C7190 / D6160 / D6163 / D6168 / D7100 series / D7145 / D7155 / D7160
D7168 / D7345 / D7355 / D7360 or D7368?
Jean Noble has available the following hardly used suitable HP363 cartridges:
cyan, light cyan, magenta, light magenta, yellow and black, all FREE. Also, two
unused cyan cartridges and one unused black cartridge, packaged (a donation for
these would be appreciated).
Contact Jean at jeandnoble@yahoo.co.uk or 01392 253606
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My apologies for this blank page which, in the hard copy version, was occupied
by a duplicate of the Bangladesh article on page 8.
I'm not sure how this happened – probably I need more haste, less speed and
extra sleep!
Ed
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Singing Strings
On Saturday 16th
February at Southernhay
Church a good audience
responded warmly to an
excellent Coffee Concert
performed by The
Obligato String Quartet.
The programme consisted of Nordic Folk Tunes arranged by The Danish
String Quartet and played with an accomplished professionalism that Saturday
Coffee Concert audiences at Southernhay have come to expect. It is hoped
that Rebecca, Kim, Dominic and Hannah will return for an extended encore next
year.
The morning raised over £200 and a CD recording of the performance is
available as usual from Chris Avis for £3.00.

Please note that Bill Taylor's email address in the church directory
is incorrect. If you haven't already, please change it to
billtaylor35@gmail.com.

Food of Love
'Twas in a restaurant they met,
Romeo and Juliet.
'Twas there he first got into debt:
Rome-owed what Juli-et.
Gyles Brandreth
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Poster displayed in a church in France (translated)

When you enter this church
it may be possible that you
hear 'the call of God.'
However, it is unlikely that he
will call you on your mobile.
Thank you for turning off
your phones.
If you want to talk to God,
enter, choose a quiet place
and talk to him.
If you want to see him, send
him a text while driving.

“The church the future needs is one of
people gathering to share and recommit
themselves to loving relationships with
themselves, their families, the wider
community, and the planet. Such a church
need not fear the discoveries of science,
history, archaeology, psychology, or
literature; it will only be enhanced by such
discoveries. Such a church need not avoid
the implications of critical thinking for its message; it will only become more
effective. Such a church need not cling to and justify a particular source for
its authority; it will draw on the wisdom of the ages and challenge divisive and
destructive barriers.”
Gretta Vosper, With or Without God
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'Night Comes – death, imagination and the
last things' by Dale Allison
is one of two books chosen for the Free to
Believe Reading Party at Ely this September, the
other being Richard Holloway's 'Waiting for the
Last Bus'.
Incidentally, this is the first FtB Reading Party
ever to become fully booked 6 months in advance,
which indicates the degree of interest many of us
have in our own ultimate demise.
Currently I am into the Allison book and finding it a really good read (that I
enjoyed Holloway goes without saying).
Here's a short extract which may tempt you further:
It's worth candidly asking what happens to us when our loved ones die.
We mourn them for a while, and then we get on with our business. Memories
fade and emotions recover. The ripples of their influence dissipate. We visit
their graves or memorials less often. Year after year, thoughts turn to our
departed loved ones with reduced frequency.
This much unsettles me. I'm distressed that I now go days without
thinking of my late parents or weeks without thinking of my departed friends.
They're receding into the past and disappearing from the present.
The common wisdom may be that we need to let go; yet it seems wrong
that these people are becoming less real, less distinct, and that they matter
less and less to all of us who once knew them. Soon they will be altogether
forgotten. In the face of such deterioration, I'm not comforted by the
proposition that finitude begets value. My experience is that, when it comes to
people, finitude drains value. My only solace is that things aren't as they seem
to be, that our loved ones aren't machines with built-in obsolescence.
If death is the end, then we're all snow: we arrive, we melt, we are no
more. Eschatology is a way of saying that we're more. It's a way of resisting
the diminishing value of the dead. It's a way of making all of our stories
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longer-lasting and so more meaningful. It's the claim that human beings matter
greatly because they matter persistently.
That claim, even if one doubts it, shouldn't be dismissed as a recipe for
escapism, moral complacency, or some other social sin. Chesterton was right:
"It is absurd indeed that Christians should be called the enemies of life because
they wish life to last forever."
If you don't read this dead good book, you should be mortified.

Chris Avis
Any Questions?
With Bishop Jack Spong

(Published October 15, 2003)

Is it possible that the work of God in our time might be to
get rid of the Church?
If that is the work of God then it seems to be
working since the Church is in a statistical free fall all over
the Christian world. People say that this is not true in the
Third World but I have never been impressed with that data. The Christianity
I meet in the Third World, with notable exceptions in people like Desmond Tutu,
Khotsu Mkullu and Njongonkulu Ndungane, is an anti-intellectual fundamentalism
that is propped up primarily by fear and superstition. It will not survive, since
the thought forms of the advanced world will someday inevitably engage those
irrational claims.
I do think the Church, as I have known it, is dying. But I also see a new
Church being born. I prefer to call that new entity, not the Church but the
"Ekklesia," which is a transliterated Greek word that means "Those who are
called out." I see the membership of the Church of tomorrow to be those who
have been called out of tribal identity, out of prejudice, out of gender
definitions of superiority and inferiority and even out of religion. That Ekklesia
will also be constituted by people who have been called into a new humanity,
beyond the primitive boundaries that now bind the Church inside its prevailing
cultural prejudices.
I expect this new Church to grow as the old Church dies. I have no
further desire to seek to stop the death of yesterday's Church. It fulfilled its
purpose quite well, but now its day has passed. A new day is dawning, ushering in
a new Christian future. I welcome it.
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March
Unless otherwise stated, all services begin at 10.30am

Southernhay
Mar

3rd
10th
17th
24th
31st

Revd Sabrina Groeschel Communion
Stephen Lea
Susan Jones
Revd Edward Hulme
Songs of Praise Led by the Church Elders

Heavitree
Mar

Apr

3rd
10th
17th
24th
31st
7th
14th

Revd Dick Gray
Revd Roz Harrison
Revd Iain McDonald
Mrs Jean Potter
Revd Barbara Bennett
Revd Roz Harrison
Ms Lorna Lewis
Pinhoe

Mar

3rd
10th
17th
24th
31st

Mrs Jean Potter
Revd Peter Brain
Revd Roz Harrison
Revd Dick Gray
Mrs June Wilson

Deadline for April P&N is Sunday 31st March

19

20

