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When Chris asked me to write something for Starting Lines, I thought – no not
me, I can’t do this; whatever could I write about? Then I thought I could tell you
about my home town, and whilst looking to see what the internet had to say I was
reminded about two Congregational ministers who were either born there or lived in
Maldon (Essex).

The Rev Joseph Billio was born in 1682; his
father was the vicar in a nearby village who was
expelled from his church for having and preaching nonconformist ideas. His son Joseph became a nonconformist preacher who erected a meeting house to
accommodate 400 people, although that building was
demolished and the present URC building occupies the
same site. His sermons drew large congregations and
he was very energetic about everything, from which is
supposed to have arisen the phrase, to do something
‘like Billio’.
I have always enjoyed reading about Christians who have lived in danger or even
died for their faith and I wonder, if I were in their place, what would I have done?
Another minister with Maldon connections was
the Rev Alfred Sadd, a Congregational minister who
was born in Maldon in 1909. His family were well
known in the area as they had owned a large timber
business for many years and were members of the
congregational church. Maldon has been a seafaring
town for centuries and Alfred knew all about ships
and sailing, which was to serve him well later in his
life.
Apparently, he was not so good at school but
his personality made him very popular. He eventually
went to University in Cambridge and from there to
Cheshunt College to train as a Congregational
Minister. The college had a strong missionary
tradition and it is stated in a book by Nelson Bitten that Alfred was full of energy and
spent his spare time helping people in Cambridge.
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On one occasion when asked to help an old lady with wood for her fire he cycled
the 65 miles home to Maldon to get a two-handed saw then, after securing it to his
bike, cycled the 65 miles back again.
He further trained to be a missionary and joined the London Missionary Society
who sent him to the Gilbert Islands in the Pacific Ocean (modern day Kiribati), where
his nautical knowledge made trips around the islands second nature to him. He was
very skilled with his hands and undertook many building projects with the Gilbertese
people.
At the outbreak of World War 2 the LMS evacuated the women and children
from their missions, but the men were given the option to go or stay, whereupon
Alfred stayed with a Samoan, Pastor Jupeli, to continue to run their mission and the
school at Rongorongo.
The Japanese first went to the Islands on the day they bombed Pearl Harbour
and during this time there was much bombing of the islands, during which various
mission buildings were destroyed or damaged, but Alfred continued his work there.
In August 1942 the Japanese returned to the islands where eventually, after
saluting and kissing the Union flag, Alfred, together with others, was executed by the
Japanese. A friend later wrote these words about him (taken from the previously
mentioned book):
“Our dear lad has gone, with his eager enthusiasm, his infectious laugh and his happy
heart. He is irreplaceable, we shall miss him, not only for what he did, but for what he
was. There was no streak of malice in his make-up. His reactions were truly Christian. I
can see him on the journeys round the Group, dashing about on canoes, on boats, on a
bicycle, going from village to village, performing miracles of physical endurance. It was
heroic of him to stay in the Gilberts, courageous of him to take such risks, and he has
paid the price. But who can measure the influence and inspiration of his steadfast
determination not to desert the people in their hour of danger?”

Diane Burch

I learned that courage was not the absence of fear, but the triumph over it. The brave
man is not he who does not feel afraid, but he who conquers that fear.
Nelson Mandela
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Southernhay Flowers for April
7th Silk flowers used.
14th Given as a gift.
21st Given by Margaret Collman, remembering her own and
other family members' Birthdays in April.
28th Silk flowers used.

Margaret Collman

Pastoral Coordinators:
Dorothy King
01392 250464
Jean Noble jeandnoble@yahoo.co.uk
01392 253606

We were very sorry to hear the news announced on Easter Day that Tony
Jordan had passed away on 16th April. We send our sincerest condolences to Ina and
her family. Tony’s funeral will be held on Tuesday 7th May at 1.30 pm in St. Peter’s
chapel at the Exeter Crematorium.
We hear that Margaret Collman has had a fall, though fortunately not a serious
one. Margaret suffered some soft tissue damage but no broken bones. We hope the
aches and pains soon pass, Margaret.
Margaret’s brother, Derrick Pope, was driving with his wife near Honiton, when a
tree was blown over onto his van. Thankfully they were not badly injured but received
some glass cuts. The van is sturdy and suffered damage, but not so much as if it had
been a car.
Makoto from Japan writes:
I went to the hospital to take CT, PET and blood test a while ago. My result was
very positive. PET image showed that all metastatic cancer of bone has almost
disappeared already.
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The doctor said it was excellent and I obtained 95 points out of a possible 100
in the examination. We are grateful to the Lord for his help from the bottom of my
heart. We think we have to think of the Lord ‘s suffering on the cross in Lent.
We appreciate your kind encouragement and are remembering you in our
prayers.
With Love in Jesus,
Yumi & Makoto.

April for us as a Church has been a sad one which
has seen the death of two of our Congregation: Ruth
Watson and very recently Joan Godbeer. Ruth, when she
was a resident at Beech House, attended when she could.
Joan attended Sunday Service regularly until her recent illness stopped her
coming and was also an active member of Friends and Neighbours. Both will be sadly
missed by all. Our prayers and thoughts are with Ruth’s and Joan’s families at this
time.
We were asked if we could have an emergency collection for the Cyclone Idai
Appeal, as a result of which the Church raised £479; and when Gift Aid is added the
total will be £563.
Our Lent Lunch raised £140 towards the Exeter Food Bank and will be added to
the monies from other Churches in Heavitree and Wonford.
Easter Sunday saw the Church well decorated by the posies donated by Friends
and Neighbours, so thank you once again Mary. It was lovely to see so many people for
the Service, especially from our sister Church at Pinhoe.
We remember in our thoughts and prayers members of our fellowship who are
unwell, especially Heather Yeates having finished her treatment and Briony Payne
recovering from her recent heart operation.
Life is a mixture of sunshine and rain,
Good things and bad things, pleasure and pain.
We can’t have all sunshine, but it’s certainly true
There is never a cloud the sun doesn’t shine through.

Pat Mortimore
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Life
Life is a cement trampoline. Harold Nordberg
Life is a whim of several billion cells to be you for a while. Anon
Life is good and bad. Mostly and. Diogenes
Nothing in life ever looks as good as it does on the seed packet. Kinky Friedman
My only regret in life is that I'm not someone else. Woody Allen
What if the hokey-cokey really is what it's all about? Bob Monkhouse
Some days you're the pigeon and some days you're the statue. David Brent [in The
Office]
Don't worry about the world ending today: it's already tomorrow in Australia. Steven
Wright
In spite of the cost of living, it's still popular. Kathleen Norris

Southernhay Church has recently purchased a second hand
copy of the ‘Companion to Rejoice and Sing’, which gives
information about the hymns and set tunes and makes
interesting reading.
If you would like to borrow this book please ask one of the
Southernhay Elders.

The Catholic theatrics are pretty high quality, but the Protestants have better hymns.
Greta Gerwig
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We sprang into our April programme by asking Norman
Maudsley to come and give his talk about his trip to Jordan.
Norman gave a most informative presentation with excellent slides.
The group also had a very interesting talk from Richard Holladay which was
about 'Retail in Exeter from 1880-1940.' A sprinkle of nostalgia is always very well
received.
Our Easter Draw was again lots of fun and the day also included a yummy
afternoon tea.
The group set off on their outing to Paignton and left the April showers
behind. They had lunch at Paignton and in the afternoon enjoyed a cream tea at a
nearby garden centre. It turned out to be beautiful day with lots of sunshine.
Needless to say, everyone went home happy after such an enjoyable day.
May Programme
2nd - Tranquil Moments - Helen Strevens
9th - British Legion - Joan Ash
16th - Outing -TBC
23rd - Recycling - Paul Pendray
30th - Recreation & information for the community - Pauline & Helen

Anne Richardson

Don't forget the

Beetle Drive

at Heavitree Pinhoe United Reformed Church
on Saturday 11th May at 6.00pm.
Bring and share supper.
Donations welcomed for Christian Aid.
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Southernhay Afternoon Guild
Co-ordinators Anthea Chapman & Michael Goddard

Spring Lunch
To complete the Spring Programme for April, the Guild enjoyed a lunch together
at The Orangery , Powderham.

Michael Goddard

We now have some more details about the concert that Martin Nicholls and Paul
Field will give at Southernhay – the date has now been finalised as Wednesday 29th
May (see poster opposite*).
Martin and Paul will entertain with songs and music and share stories of hope
from around the world. They are generously giving this concert free and Southernhay
is waiving the fee so that all donations made in the evening will go to Christian Aid.
Please book the date, come along and bring your friends to what will be a memorable
occasion, and as profitable as possible for Christian Aid. Concert starts at 7pm.
A reminder that there will be a coffee morning for Christian Aid at the Hogans
(291 Pinhoe Road) on Saturday 11th May from 10.30 am. Donations will go towards
Christian Aid Week.
Christian Aid will have a display in St Petrock’s church in the High Street for
the month of May. Do drop in if you are passing.

David and Sandy Hogan
*If you would like an electronic version of this poster so you can print off your own
copies, send your e-mail address to dvhogan321@gmail.com
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The Exeter Forum is a friendly social group for retired people which has been
presenting interesting and entertaining weekly talks by leading local figures, experts
and enthusiasts for nearly 50 years. You are warmly invited to attend any of our talks
you may be interested in. We meet at the Mint Methodist Church, Fore Street, Exeter
on Wednesday mornings with tea/coffee from 10.00 and the talks are from 10.45 to
12.00. Admission is £3 per talk, free for members.
May 1st

Dan Eatherley: Hunting the Snake: The Story behind the
Bushmaster.
May 8th Alex Leger: Blue Peter: Behind the Badge.
May 15th Annual General Meeting.
May 22nd Mark Richardson: Food Banks.
May 29th Maggie Draper: Head of Supportive Care, Hospiscare.

Sri Lanka
On Easter Sunday, as Christians all over the World were going to Church to
celebrate the Resurrection of our Lord, a group of Moslem radicals in Sri Lanka were
detonating their bombs in three packed churches in Colombo and in Batticalola. Over
300 people were massacred in the churches and in three large hotels. Some people
lost their entire family and church congregations are devastated by the loss of so
many members and their shattered buildings.
We were in Sri Lanka last year. It is a beautiful country and following years of
civil war a flourishing tourist trade was developing, bringing greater wealth to the
country. This is devastating for the country now as tourists are being advised to stay
away.
Please pray for our Christian brothers and sisters and for all those whose jobs
are at risk.

Mary Eden
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The piano recital by Margaret
Fingerhut at Southernhay on April
13th raised £860 for Refugee Support
Devon and Exeter City of Sanctuary.
The organisers are very grateful to
the Church for their support for
this event.

Southernhay Child Contact Centre
– 30 years In 1988 Southernhay church was looking
for ways to help serve the community. My
mother was aware of a new project which had
started in Nottingham – where we used to live.
Mary Lower, a member of one of the URC
churches and a local magistrate, had identified a
need for a child-centred environment in a safe,
neutral place where children of separated
families could meet and spend time with their
non-resident parent or other family member.
One of the then Elders, Keith Hales, seized on this idea, went up to Nottingham to
have a look and then, with the church’s support, set about starting an Access Centre
as it was then called – the first in the South West.
He recruited a number of people from the church to volunteer – existing
members Sandy Hogan and Maurice Foster were among them – and in April 1989 the
Centre opened – at that time every Saturday. When Keith sadly died a few years
later, Sandy and I took over as Joint Co-ordinators.
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We retired in 2010 and the Centre has been extremely fortunate since then to
have had Rebecca, Freya, Julia and now Ruth to act as co-ordinators with lots of
support from assistants and the very loyal group of volunteers still including some from
the church.
A national organisation, NACCC, was set up during the 90s, initially just to share
experiences and offer some support. It developed over the years and by 2009 a new
Accreditation Scheme was introduced to ensure consistency across the country. This
was particularly needed as they had begun to negotiate with government and other
bodies to raise the profile of contact centres and to secure funding. We were one of
the first to be accredited and have successfully continued this every three years
since. We have also benefited from national funding and thus been able to give
something back to the church for the use of the premises.
The Church has maintained its involvement through the management committee –
representing the Elders with the Minister as Chair. It is a credit to all those who
contribute now or have done so in the past that we have been able to keep the work
going. Sadly, other Centres have closed because of lack of funding or people to help.
As we celebrate 30 years we hope that the Church will continue to support this
much needed work for many years to come.

John Thorndyke

Bangladesh
Sponsored by Heavitree
Pic: by Kevin Snyman

Peter Musgrave, a member of Vine URC in
London, has visited Bangladesh many times.
“On 1st Jan 2019 the Mayor of London
announced a clean air policy. Within two days of
being in Dhaka, I had got a bad cough. I wondered
what air quality in Dhaka had to do with that, as I
walked through dust and fumes from traffic and
brick factories.”
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Brick kilns in and around Dhaka are responsible
for much of the capital’s air pollution, according to
research. Altogether there are more than 1,000
brick kilns in and around the capital.
The kilns produce nearly 60% of Dhaka’s air
pollution, with the rest coming from dust and
vehicles, along with other sources.

Pics by Peter Musgrave

Shifting the Power
One of Christian Aid’s innovative projects in Bangladesh is called “Shifting the
Power.” Its goal is for local organisations to have greater representation, voice and
recognition to create more effective humanitarian responses. Issues such as air
quality may be addressed through programmes like Shifting the Power.
Through Christian Aid, Commitment for Life is making a difference in ordinary
people’s lives. Every action for justice makes an enormous difference.
Thank you for your efforts.

13

There was a man who worked for the Post Office
whose job it was to process all the mail that had illegible
addresses. One day, a letter came addressed to God
with no actual address, so he thought he should open it.
The letter read:
Dear God,
I am an 83-year-old widow, living on a very small pension. Yesterday someone stole my
purse. It had £100 in it, which was all the money I had until my next pension payment.
Next Sunday is Easter and I had invited two of my friends over for dinner. Without
that money, I have nothing to buy food with. I have no family to turn to, and you are
my only hope. Can you please help me?
Sincerely, Edna
The postal worker was touched and showed the letter to the other workers, who
then dug into their wallets and purses and came up with a few pounds each. Altogether
they collected £96, which they put into an envelope and sent to the woman. The rest
of the day, all the workers felt a warm glow thinking of Edna and the dinner she would
be able to share with her friends.
Easter came and went. A few days later, another letter came from the same old
lady, addressed to God. All the workers gathered around while the letter was opened.
It read:
Dear God,
How can I ever thank you enough for what you did for me? Because of your gift of
love, I was able to fix a glorious dinner for my friends. We had a very nice day and I
told my friends of your wonderful gift.
By the way, there was £4 missing. I think it might have been those devils at the post
office.
Sincerely, Edna
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Notes on a Sabbatical

Dear all,
As I write this I am halfway through my sabbatical, so perhaps it is time to
pause and reflect on how it has been so far. After spending the month of March in
London, I moved up to Keswick in the Lake District where I will be staying until I
return to Exeter in June. In London I stayed in Forest Hill, an area of South-East
London not far from where I used to live. As well as getting started on my writing, it
was a time of seeing many friends which was very enjoyable.
As those of you who come to Tuesday lunches at Southernhay will know from my
weekly ‘Brexit reports’ I have been keenly following Westminster politics in recent
times and was able to continue this and feel close to the action as I wandered around
Parliament Square one day and went on the People’s Vote march (with apologies to
those of you who don’t agree with me on this one!). Whilst in London I also attended
worship at two of the churches where I was minister, as well as visiting places where I
occasionally used to walk on days off, such as Hampstead Heath and Richmond Park.
I was pleased to hear from my house-cat-sitters that my cat Foof seemed to
settle down fairly quickly to having new temporary owners, or should I say new
temporary servants! Indeed, they sent me pictures of him looking very satisfied with
the arrangements.
I left London on a rather grey misty drizzly morning, but as I travelled further
north on the train the weather just got better and better and I arrived in Keswick in
lovely late afternoon sunshine. I have been to Keswick a few times on holiday and knew
it was a place I would enjoy. For those of you who don’t know it, it is a small but lively
market town in the north Lakes, next to the lovely Derwent Water, surrounded by hills
and mountains, so plenty of good walking. I am staying in a flat in a quiet part of the
town but just a few minutes' walk into the town centre and a few more minutes to the
Lake.
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Since I arrived the weather has been great and like most of the country the
Easter weekend was very warm, in fact as the climate change protesters have been
reminding us, probably even a bit too warm for the time of year. It is only really in the
last couple of days that there has been more typical Lake District weather with
frequent showers.
The good weather has given me plenty of opportunity to walk, and there is a
good bus service including an open top bus that takes passengers into the beautiful
Borrowdale Valley at the other end of the lake which has the feeling of being very
remote. Certainly very different to London! I am also enjoying seeing all the signs of
spring in this part of the world.
The writing is coming on. Some days I sit down at the computer and it really
seems to flow and I get quite a lot done. Other days it seems difficult to get started
and a paragraph feels like quite an achievement, but perhaps this is par for the course
with writing. One of my aims is to put a workshop together about depression, based on
my experience, and I hope at some point I will be able to present this to people from
Southernhay, Heavitree and Pinhoe who are interested in this subject.
I shall look forward to relating more about my sabbatical when I return. In the
meantime, I wish you all the very best for the next few weeks and the transition from
the season of Easter to the season of Pentecost.
With all good wishes,

Amanda

Who was Charles Lewis? – a family mystery (continued)
Other fascinating facts I found while researching my family history included:Rev Bob Batemen, a Bristol preacher and distant relative, was conducting the
band on the Titanic as the icy waters swept across the decks until the “unsinkable
ship” finally sank.
Thomas & Elizabeth Burgess, great grandparents on my mother’s side, had 22
children of whom 9 died.
Lost trades shown on family census records included cordwainer, fellmonger,
beamsman and carman.
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Causes of death before 1875 were not medically certified and reasons given by
family members notifying the death included “old age, decay of nature, exhaustion,
diarrhoea for 1 month, apoplexy due to an overfilled stomach (do I detect a note of
censure here?)
Wonderful details on parish records - eg the entry regarding the marriage on
10 December 1807 in Salisbury Cathedral of my wife’s great, great grandfather was
“Marriage of David Rattey (bachelor of St Thomas, Sarum) to a Mary Erwood (of the
Liberty of Clarendon, a peculiar of the Dean of Salisbury)” A “peculiar” is a church
responsible not to the diocese in which it falls but to another individual or body, ie an
estate from which the Dean personally drew the income. A Dean would often employ a
vicar to undertake the necessary parish work on his behalf. Clarendon Park, 3½ miles
from Salisbury, now contains 181
inhabitants, was once the largest royal
chase in England and had two palaces - ruins
now. It was here that Thomas a Becket fell
out with Henry ll and was later assassinated
in Canterbury Cathedral. Interestingly,
David & Mary were married by the Reverend
John Greenly who served as Chaplain on the
Revenge in 1805 where he was injured at the
Battle of Trafalgar.
th

I found illegitimate births not shown in the family bible; suicides; a death from
falling into a vat of boiling soap; a bride knocking 10 years off her age on the marriage
certificate but adding the odd year or so on subsequent census documents and dying at
the correct age; a husband deserting his family, emigrating to Australia, starting
another family and, on returning to the UK, turfed out by his wife and ending his days
in the workhouse ('Serves him right,' I hear you say).
Apprenticeship. The requirements of one apprentice included “He shall not waste
the goods of his said master nor lend them, he shall not commit fornication nor
contract matrimony within the said term, he shall not play at cards, dice tables or any
other unlawful games, he shall neither buy nor sell, he shall not haunt taverns or
playhouse” I wonder how many of today’s apprentices would agree to this?
Overcrowding. There were three separate families and 11 people living in one
small terrace house and I wonder how they managed with cooking, washing and sanitary
arrangements.

Clive Yeates
Concluded next month.
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Feedback from Lent Course 2019: 'The Mystery of God'
I have attended several Lent Groups in the past, most of which have left me
feeling somewhat frustrated and disappointed, mainly because of the limited
opportunities afforded for deeper and more challenging discussion. I have usually
come away from those groups feeling that all such meetings do is to comfortably
reinforce the traditional conservative beliefs of most attenders outside a firmly
closed door into the intellect.
Unfortunately (and sadly unsurprisingly), the various discussion materials
prepared by York Courses and the Churches Together 'Mission Theology Advisory
Group' all presume a literal rather than a literary Bible. Hence the events of, for
example, the Easter story are assumed to be historical, allowing no discussion openings
into the ancient art of traditional Jewish midrash and storytelling which can result in
fascinating discoveries and a deeper, broader faith for we 'Gentile' Bible readers,
rather than a loss of faith as is often claimed.
Much to my delight, the Exeter group I attended this year in St Loyes Road
proved willing to discuss at all theological levels, even graciously listening to some of
my heretical pronouncements without showing me the door. Well prepared, good
leadership encouraged discussion over the five weeks, sometimes at deeply personal
levels.
At the end of one session we were invited to sing together 'Be still for the
presence of the Lord' accompanied by Patsy on guitar which, with the resulting
spontaneous vocal harmonising, provided a moving and unexpected 'spiritual moment'
for me.
As a general conclusion, I feel there is an urgent need for Christians of all
shades to become far more biblically informed than are the majority at present.
Sermons rarely venture over the borders of conventional Bible exegesis, many
preachers being concerned not to 'disturb the faithful', when in fact there may be
those among their ever-diminishing pew dwellers who long for some intellectually
engaging understandings of the Bible.
Many Bible texts are misunderstood, misused, taken out of context and
sometimes abused to belittle, exclude or even hate other humans. The Bible, and
indeed all religions, are human creations designed to answer and reassure our innate
fears and insecurities. Discussions around that challenging topic could, I believe, be
far more helpful, exciting and productive than yet more conservative, literal-Bible
discussion groups.

Chris Avis
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May

Unless otherwise stated, all services begin at 10.30am.

Southernhay
May

5th
12th
19th
26th

Revd Norman Wallwork Communion
Revd Sabrina Groeschel
Revd Peter Brain
Revd Edward Hulme

Heavitree
May

5th
12th
19th
26th

Revd Iain McDonald
Revd Peter Brain
Revd Roz Harrison
Revd Dick Gray

June

2nd
9th

Revd Iain McDonald
Revd Michael Diffey

Pinhoe
May

5th
12th
19th
26th

Revd Dick Gray
Revd Roz Harrison
Catherine Harris
Revd Michael Diffey

Deadline for June P&N is Sunday 26th May
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