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Next month will mark the centenary of the end of the Great War of 1914
to 1918. We are all familiar with the hundreds of war memorials around the UK
which commemorate a sacrifice that led to victory. I have recently been
challenged to consider, for a change, how the defeated nation marked its losses,
as this is a topic dealt with in a fine book by Neil McGregor: ‘Germany: memories
of a nation’ (Penguin 2014) which I have been reading.
In the 1920s many German war
memorials were designed by the sculptor
Ernst Barlach, who managed to capture a
respectful and silent sorrow for the fallen
in his works. One such sculpture was of an
angel which hung facing the western front
above the font of Gϋstrow Cathedral
(inset). Ten years after its installation it
attracted the hostility of the Nazi
government who regarded it defeatist and
degenerate, preferring a more nationalistic
style. They ordered it to be removed and
its bronze was melted down for
armaments.
The original plaster model from which the mould was taken somehow
survived the war and a new cast was made to hang in Cologne Cathedral, W.
Germany. The city of Gϋstrow whose cathedral had been deprived of the first
angel was now in E. Germany. A request was made to the West Germans at the
height of the Cold War, to have another copy made to hang in its original
setting. Their wish was granted in 1953. The two identical angels came to
represent the shared history of the two divided nations.
When the W. German chancellor Helmut Schmidt was on an official visit
to the East in 1981, he and the E. German president Honecker made a point of
meeting at the Gϋstrow Angel for photographs and speeches to symbolise their
efforts to normalise relations between them.
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Within eight years the two nations became one as the Iron Curtain
collapsed. In 2014, to mark the centenary of the start of the Great War and
25 years since the reunification of Germany, the Angel was loaned to the British
Museum in a further act of reconciliation with a former foe.
The story of this moving, but unassuming memorial demonstrates that the
glorification of war and nationalism can only lead to further wars, whilst an
appreciation of the cost of conflict and the benefits of reconciliation can help
former enemies avoid unnecessary strife - a lesson learned at great cost by the
people of Germany during the 20th Century.

Ted Guyver
It has been good to see some of our
congregation returning after their summer
breaks, and to see Owen Elliott before he
returns to Warwick University for his second
year studying Maths. Congratulations to Hettie
Elliott on graduating with a 2.1 Hons in Acting.
Hettie is now at home where she is narrating
books. Lovely also to see Joanne Peachey (Mortimore) who was on a quick visit
to her family at church where she read the lesson and multi-tasked various
things (well taught by her father David).
At the time of writing we are looking forward to our Joint Harvest
Service with Pinhoe on the 30th September which will be followed by a Lunch.
Thank you to all who have offered help with either the Lunch, or in decorating
the Church for this special time of the year.
Congratulations to our generous congregation on raising £190 + £30 gift
aid, for the recent emergency appeal for Kerala, India.
It was good to see Pam Sharpe back on her feet and at church after her
stay in hospital; although still on a liquid/soft diet she seems to be doing well.
Kath Heginbottom has three broken ribs after a fall at home and was in hospital
in the same ward as Pam. Heather Yeates had her operation cancelled even
after making it to the ward, with the operation now scheduled for the end of
September. Our thoughts and prayers to all.
We hail the merry autumn days, when leaves are turning red,
Because they’re far more beautiful, than anyone has said;
We hail the merry harvest time, the gayest of the year;
The time of rich and bounteous crops, rejoicing and good cheer.
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Southernhay Flowers for September
2nd Silk flowers used.
9th Given by Ted Guyver to mark 80 years since
his parents Ron & Beryl were married.
16th Given by Devon & Somerset Wing A.T.C for
the Battle of Britain service.
23rd Silk flowers used.
30th Given by Michael Goddard in memory of his
wife Barbara.

Margaret Collman

Pastoral Coordinators: Dorothy King
01392 250464
Jean Noble jeandnoble@yahoo.co.uk
01392 253606

Alastair and Kath Logan's son Rod and his wife Alison have had their first
child, a baby boy, born on August 29th. Both mother and son are well and happy,
as are the grandparents!
Alice Grange celebrated her birthday on 21st September, as she inches
towards that telegram. Alice didn’t want to go beyond 90. She was one of nine
siblings who all lived to be over 90, as did her parents. Well done, Alice.
We have had this message from Makoto, the Japanese dentist:
I had to be hospitalised urgently for a spinal tumour and had an operation on
3rd September. I have been doing rehabilitation and might need further
treatment. Today I was allowed to get back home just one night. We are
praying for you all at Southernhay church.
Makoto and Yumi
We hold Makoto and his wife Yumi in our thoughts.
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As mentioned last month, there is a memorial thanksgiving for the life of
Anne Avis at Southernhay Church on Saturday 13th October at 3.00pm, to
which everyone is invited. Ruth says: "Anne will be remembered through the
sharing of stories, reading out poems and sharing music. After this, hot drinks
and biscuits will be shared together and there will be a
'Remembering Anne' scrap book, in which everyone will be invited to write.
"Please bring a small item which reminds you of Anne or honours her in
some way, so that we can create a remembering table at the front of the
church. It could be a single flower, or a shell, or a postcard, a photo, a candle, a
button, a pebble, a rock - anything at all! As long as it feels right to you (you
can take the item home afterwards).
"You may want to write out your memory for the scrap book before you
come, and then stick it in. The book is bigger than A4 size. I will provide glue.
Or you can write it in on the day.
"If you would like to share your memories or a poem during the gathering
(in front of everyone), please tell me so (or my Dad) very soon so I can start to
shape the event."

ruthflute@outlook.com

The next Coffee Concert
will take place on
Saturday 6th October
when Rebecca Smith (mezzo soprano) and I will
be performing Schuman's magnificent song cycle “Woman’s love and life”, plus
songs by Roger Quilter, Ralph Vaughan Williams and Michael Head. I will also
contribute piano pieces by Claude Debussy.
The November concert has been moved forward one week from the 10th to
the 3rd to enable us to have Iain McDonald as our tenor soloist. The
programme on a theme of Remembrance remains the same.
Usual time starting 10.30 am with coffee and free admission.

John Scarfe
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Children & Parents
I was a caesarean birth but you can't really tell,
except that every time I leave the house I go out by
the window. Steven Wright
I was never my mother's favourite – and I was an only child.
Thomas Berger
When I was a kid my parents moved a lot. But I always found them. Rodney
Dangerfield
I've got two wonderful children – and two out of five ain't bad.
Henny Youngman
Warning: remove child before folding. Instructions on a pushchair
When my kids become wild and unruly, I use a nice safe playpen. When they're
finished, I climb out. Erma Bombeck
My parents finally realize that I've been kidnapped and snap into action
immediately: they rent out my room. Woody Allen
If your parents never had children, chances are you won't either.
Dick Cavett
Adults are obsolete children. Dr Seuss
I can't get past the fact that milk is coming out of my wife's breasts. What
was once an entertainment centre has turned into a juice bar.
Paul Reiser
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Bangladesh
Sponsored by Heavitree
Picture – Boston Herald

The Rohingya crisis is an important part of Christian Aid’s work at present
in Bangladesh. Their site management team has created an action plan for the
Jamtoli Camp, mapping out activities in 5 areas:
➢ Site improvement (new road, solar lights),
➢ Community engagement (complaint & feedback mechanism),
➢ Information management (database for individual household info),
➢ Site coordination.
➢ GPS map of the entire camp including locations of toilets, showers and
tube wells.
Ongoing challenges include waste management. With a densely-packed
camp of over 50,000 people, poor toilet planning can lead to high risk of disease
(i.e. chronic diarrhoea, cholera). Christian Aid is coordinating with WASH
partners to ensure proper installation and maintenance of latrines, including
installing latrines with double chambers or deeper pits. They are currently
piloting a block-by-block complaint and feedback mechanism for the Jamtoli’s
Rohingya population, including use of voice recorders and tablets.
Agriculture and Seed Promotion Programme
Demand for quality seeds is very high in Bangladesh. Almost 80% of the
total demand is met by the farmers themselves whilst the rest comes from the
government, non-government organisations and private companies.
Quality seeds are crucial to maximize the production of crops but often
the seeds produced by the farmers fail to meet the quality standard. In view of
this, CCDB has extended support to the farmers in the form of knowledge and
skills so they can produce and preserve good quality seeds to ensure a better
yield.
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Our first meeting of the Autumn was well
attended, and Pam Merrett’s ‘Memories’ was very much
enjoyed. She spoke of School Days and the War 1939 –
1945, to which we could all relate.
Helen Stevens came on September 13th. She plays
beautiful music and reads special poems which always produce a memorable
afternoon.
Our Harvest Sale took place on September 20th and we always receive an
amazing amount of goods from our members. With Mary Haydon’s brisk
auctioning this nearly always results in a pleasing sum of money towards our
funds.
Norman Maudsley always shows very interesting slides of his travels and
we enjoyed his talk on The Great Wall of China and The Terracotta Warriors.
PROGRAMME FOR OCTOBER
4th Music Hall - Chris Woodward
11th Trekking in Peru - Lesley Weekes
18th Outing
25th Slides - Clive Yeates

Joan Bedford

Waiting for Thomas?
Anyone recognise the 'Fat Controller'
spotted recently in the line of duty?
It shouldn't be a gray area…
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Southernhay Afternoon Guild
Co-ordinators Anthea Chapman & Michael Goddard
The September Guild meeting was a return for Chris Avis of Southernhay
Church who entertained us with a musical presentation titled ‘By Special
Arrangement’, which included lesser known alternative versions of melodies and
songs to broaden our musical knowledge.
We were not just listening to the music. Chris gave a history lesson on
the selections, which outlined different instruments and developments in
recording techniques.
The instruments included piano, synthesizer, guitar, flute and the human
voice. It was pleasing that Chris was able to include a recording of the alto
flute played by his daughter, Ruth.
Recordings to suit many tastes were included, through Mozart,
Rachmaninov, Barbra Streisand, The Beatles, Buddy Holly and Peter Sellers.
Chris started and ended with Mozart’s Turkish Rondo but in completely
differing styles of classical and jazz, first with pianist Richard Burnett and
finishing with Cleo Lane - what a voice!
Thanks and a round of applause to Chris for an enjoyable afternoon. I am
sure we will be listening closely to the music we hear.

Michael Gillard

In the beginning there were only wind instruments in the orchestra. Then it was
decided that those who played badly should be given boxes with string across
them, and violinists were born. Then the worst violinists were given two sticks
and told to hit things; they became known as percussionists. However, one of
them couldn't even do that, so one stick was taken away and he was told to
stand in front of the others. That was the birth of the first conductor.
Are part time band leaders semiconductors?
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Shining Examples
There's much darkness in the world, but
from democracy and media to climate change,
human rights and elephants, Avaaz is blazing!
First, just look at one-year old Mateo,
back with his parents after being torn from
them by Trump's border guards and locked up
for months. Can you imagine how scared he
was? They're back together because Avaaz
funded top-notch lawyers to fight for their
freedom, giving hope to Mateo and hundreds of
children like him. But it's not just Mateo we're carrying the sparks of hope into the
darkest places: here are just some of our
achievements over the past few months.

We're hammering Facebook to clear out the lies and hate.
The spread of hate online is one of the biggest threats we face, boosting
the far-right's divisive agenda everywhere. Mateo was just one of millions of
victims. So, when Facebook boss Mark Zuckerberg came to Washington to answer
for fake news and the fake accounts that spread it, we launched our global call
for action against this threat to our democracies. We installed hundreds of
Zuckerberg 'bots' on the Capitol lawn, and ended up as front page news in the New
York Times, and in over 500 other outlets around the world, including CNN and
The Washington Post. Our team held dozens of advocacy meetings with
governments, legislators and Facebook executives - now we're starting to see
progress!
And we beat the biggest far-right propagandist of them all.
Global media mogul Rupert Murdoch speaks to Donald Trump almost every
day. He owns Fox News, the US TV network that put Trump in power and whipped
up the heartless politics that saw Mateo locked up. He seemed unstoppable when
he tried to take control of Europe's largest broadcaster, Sky - until Avaaz got
involved. We investigated his media empire, brought high-profile whistleblowers to Britain, took key decision makers to court, and got Murdoch's
scandal all over the media.
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And now Murdoch's dream of
turning Sky into a global Fox
News and reshaping European
politics lies in tatters.

And we're lighting up the
fight against climate change.
Can you imagine opening the
newspaper to see your face
splashed across a full page, calling on you to take urgent action to stop funding
the world's dirtiest fossil fuel, signed by over 700,000 people? Well, that's
how the boss of insurance giant Munich RE must have felt when we took out an ad
in the Financial Times calling on him to drop coal on the day of a big industry
meeting. Coal can't survive without insurance. A few weeks later Munich RE
announced it was beginning to dump coal insurance and investments.

We're showing
Palestinian Lives Matter
When Israeli troops gunned down
hundreds of unarmed Palestinian
protesters in May, the world
looked the other way. But not
Avaaz, which jumped in to show
that Palestinian Lives Matter.
On the eve of a key EU meeting,
Avaaz members collected thousands of pairs of shoes, representing the lives of
every single victim of the Israeli/Palestinian conflict, and laid them all out in
Brussels. It was impossible to ignore.
The image was splashed all over the world’s media and went viral in
Palestine as a symbol that the world had not forgotten about them. A month
later, we launched a major campaign and even brought Palestinian farmers to
talk with Irish lawmakers. Then the Irish Senate passed a ground-breaking bill
banning the purchase of products from illegal Israeli settlements. That’s a first
and could be a HUGE tipping point for justice and accountability - other
countries could follow soon.
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And our light is reaching even the darkest places
There can be few more hopeless places on Earth than an Israeli military
prison. But that’s where Palestinian teenager Ahed found herself, after being
arrested for standing up to troops. Her Dad was beside himself with worry and
wrote a heartfelt email to the Avaaz community, 1.7 million of us got on board,
funded her lawyers, and after 8 months in a cell, Ahed was freed.
When I read this altogether, it’s breathtaking. We’re not just winning,
we’re doing it beautifully, keeping that precious flame of hope burning bright as
the darkness gathers around us. One day, we’ll pass it to the next generation,
to freedom fighters like Ahed, and then to children like Mateo. But before
then, there are many battles for us to win. And because of this amazing
movement, I know we’ll prevail - and light up the world as we do it.
With pride and burning hope,
Bert, Ricken, Joseph, Christoph, Emma, Alice, Fadi, Lisa, Oscar, Laura, Ana
Sofia, Nell, Diego and the entire Avaaz team
Avaaz is a 47-million-person global campaign network that works to ensure that
the views and values of the world's people shape global decision-making ("Avaaz"
means "voice" or "song" in many languages). Avaaz members live in every nation
of the world; our team is spread across 18 countries on 6 continents and
operates in 17 languages. Learn about some of Avaaz's biggest campaigns here:
https://secure.avaaz.org/en/, or follow us on Facebook, Twitter, or Instagram.

Prediction No. 1:
The world is going to be more religious in the
future, not less.
Likelihood - very likely
Prediction No. 2:
The percentage of the world’s population that is
Christian is likely to increase.
Likelihood - quite likely.
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Prediction No. 3:
The URC is going to decline further.
Likelihood - certain.
Prediction No. 4:
Current URC structures will not last.
Likelihood - certain in any sane world.
Prediction No. 5:
The URC is not going out of business.
Likelihood – Hopefully unlikely
Prediction No. 6:
The key to the United Reformed Church's future will be the local congregation,
not the synod or the national church.
Likelihood - very high.
Prediction No. 7:
There will be no new national unity schemes.
Likelihood - high
Prediction No. 8:
There will still be an important role for LEPs (Local Ecumenical Partnerships).
Likelihood – firm.
Prediction No. 9:
Ecumenism will come to mean the unity of the human family.
Likelihood – Prophetic
Prediction No. 10:
If the URC has a future it will be because of the passion and power of its vision
of the Gospel.
Likelihood - Prophetic

Martin Camroux
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Did Jesus expect us to
worship him?
Jesus was born into a society with a
strong expectation of the messianic
age, one in which the law, and those
who were expert in the law, had
become the authority to refer to
on how to live a life in God.
He came with a message which relegated those authorities to second place,
teaching people not to expect the coming of the kingdom as a material, external event,
but as an internal spiritual one: that the kingdom of God was within them, and the way to
realise this was through love for one's fellow humans. Instead of an external
formula of obedience to the letter of the law, the true way to God was a spiritual
transformation through a heart of compassion, compassion being the transpersonal
emotion that opens us to the transcendent. The authority of the law was no longer
higher than that of the heart of man. Morality based only on the law was compassion
gone stale and was of no spiritual merit.
The Jewish expectation of a messiah was of someone who would come, like King
David, to restore Israel to earthly power. Jesus had a different message: the
realisation of a spiritual power which was not current in people's lives. As the decades
unfolded and the gospels were written, there was a developed line of thinking in
relation to the status of Jesus.
First came Mark, before 70 AD, and the most reliable early manuscripts ended
with the discovery of the empty tomb. Matthew, writing a few years later, added the
story of Jesus' reappearance after his death, and the original Mark version was also
altered to include this element. Luke, writing in the Greek community, elaborated on
the story of the virgin birth, a motif well known in Greek religion, where the mystery
hero typically had one human and one divine parent.
There was still a great deal of debate, however, as to how Jesus related to
God, and those on different sides of the argument tended to find themselves in power
or in exile alternately, according to current orthodoxy. By the end of the fourth
century, the diverse ideas about his relationship to the divine had been cleverly
synthesised into the doctrine of the trinity, and Jesus was officially proclaimed true
God and true man.
By Medieval times, the founding idea was that through the sin of Adam we are
corrupt, and through the sacrifice of Jesus on the cross we are saved. Through
his humanity we were related to Jesus, and through his divinity we were related to
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God, and the formula to achieve salvation was through membership of the church
and the administration of its sacraments. To be saved from damnation one had to
follow the instructions of the church and acknowledge Jesus as God the Saviour.
By the Reformation, people like Calvin and Luther were teaching that we should
despise ourselves, and that if we looked into our depths we would not find God, but only our
own creaturely corruption. God was no longer to be found within and, in a strange
reversal, the way to be saved was now to work to transform the external world. The
coming of the kingdom was once again a project to be imposed on others.
But which of these notions were actually part of Jesus' message? Did he
really teach that we should worship him as a divinity? Are we to imitate his behaviour so
that we can get a reward after death and, through supernatural grace, avoid the
everlasting torment of a loving God? Or did he invite us to experience, through
natural grace, our eternal life here and now, and to live authentically out of that
realization? In ancient times, killing the messenger was a pathological reaction to bad
news, giving a sense of responding without actually engaging productively with the
hard responsibilities of the message.
Do we ever focus on worshipping Jesus to avoid having to respond productively
to his good news?
Bill Imlah, April 2003

The End of Capitalism
by Theodore Richards
The following article is adapted from the
book 'The Great Re-imagining: Spirituality in
an Age of Apocalypse'
[Reproduced with kind permission]
Available from Amazon for around £12, or
free as a Kindle download.

https://progressivechristianity.org/resources/the-great-re-imaginingspirituality-in-an-age-of-apocalypse/
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Part 1
Since the end of the Cold War, there has been a consensus among the
political and media mainstream that “There Is No Alternative” to Capitalism,
particularly the form of capitalism one finds in the context of globalization.
“The Free Market”, it is said, will solve all our problems, and become the
organizing principle the world over. The conflation of Capitalism and freedom
itself has muted any debate that would suggest otherwise. At the same time,
recent economic crises coupled with a growing clarity that unlimited growth is
destroying the biosphere may suggest that the Capitalist era is coming to an
end.
To understand this, we have to find a little bit of clarity about what
Capitalism is and how it has come to dominate the planet. At its core, Capitalism
is less about a free market than it is driven by systems of debt and corporatism
for growth and expansion. Its roots lie in colonialism, an era in which indebted
corporations and governments used the power of the gun to extract resources
and exploit peoples (“markets”) around the world. Capitalism breeds an
insatiable need to expand and grow – consequently it requires a cosmology of
consumption: a culture that understands the human being as primarily deriving
meaning through what it can buy.
But where does this need for expansion lead when there are no more
nations to conquer? Where does this lead on a spherical planet with finite
resources? It would appear that we have reached the end of Capitalism.
Capitalism requires us to ignore the reality of climate change. This is done by
either by denying it outright or by pretending it will be solved by technology –
even though all the evidence suggests that improvements in technology only lead
to more consumption. Capitalism should perhaps be studied not merely as an
economic system, but also as a system of belief; it is properly understood
through the lens of theology rather than science.
The end of new markets to exploit leads to increases in privatization and
in wars to create new markets. The wars are justified as in the name of
freedom; the privatizations are done in the name of efficiency. Both are lies.
Privatization is about making money by creating new markets. When education
or healthcare is privatized they become about profit rather than learning or
healing. The consequences of this are clear: the destruction of the biosphere;
the destruction of human culture that can only be fostered and thrive in
shared, democratic space; and the destruction of our interior lives as we
understand ourselves primarily as consumers.
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Centuries ago, a revolution occurred in response to the Western world’s
most powerful institution allowing people to buy the forgiveness of sins –
“indulgences”. Martin Luther’s famous response, coupled with a radical change in
the way information was spread by the printing press, changed Western culture
irrevocably. The American Supreme Court, arguably the Western world’s most
powerful institution today, has again allowed the purchasing of sins. We call the
mechanism of this purchase “the corporation”. Because it is recognized as a
legal “person” but cannot be held accountable as one, and because the
corporation has far more wealth than most individuals, it is able to exercise
disproportionate influence on the political system. The market has been
transformed in myriad ways that benefit the wealthy. While the direct causes
for this are complex and varied, it has one simple root: a theology that
conflates wealth and merit, poverty and sinfulness.
While presented as “rational”, this faith in “the market” is just that –
faith. It is the product of the theological position, particularly powerful in the
Calvinist branch of Protestantism, which considers poverty to be something like
a punishment for sinfulness. Indeed, while it reaches its nadir in Calvinist
theology, the connection between debt and sin goes all the way back to the
times of Jesus. Trapped in a cycle of debt and poverty out of which they could
not escape, the Israelites were told, under the Romans, that this debt-sin (the
same word was used for both) was owed to the Roman authorities just as the
sacrifice was owed to the Temple authorities. How ironic it is that Jesus
offered an alternative: a forgiveness of debt.
Money, which once was used merely as a way to ascribe value to things,
has become an end in itself. In fact, things themselves are no longer primary.
Money is. The 2008 financial crisis in which increasingly abstract units of
mortgages were sold throughout the world’s economy, infecting the entire
planet with certain bad or “subprime” mortgages, demonstrates the dangers of
an increasingly abstract economy.
But there is a deeper and more apocalyptic danger in an abstract
economy, in a civilization based no longer on things we can touch and feel. Just
as the Protestant Reformation and the broader movement of Modernity led us
to find meaning in the abstract, the Modern economy has led us to find value in
the abstract. Some abstraction, of course, can be helpful. It can help to
spread prosperity. It can bring goods to places that otherwise wouldn’t have
them. It can bring help to make ideas applicable in different contexts. But
context is important, and completely losing touch with it can deprive us of some
of that which makes life so rich.
[Concluded next month]
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October 2018
Unless otherwise stated, all services begin at 10.30am

SOUTHERNHAY SERVICES
Oct

7th
14th
21st
28th

Revd Amanda Harper - Communion
Revd Edward Hulme
Revd Amanda Harper
Elders – Nightstop Sunday

HEAVITREE SERVICES
Oct

Nov

7th Revd Roz Harrison
14th Miss Catherine Harris
21st Mr Richard Wainwright
28th Revd Dick Gray
4th Revd Dick Gray
11th Revd Jenny Kilgour

PINHOE SERVICES
Oct

7th
14th
21st
28th

Mrs June Wilson
Revd Roz Harrison. Communion
Revd Iain McDonald
Mrs Catherine Harris

Deadline for November P&N is
Sunday 28th October 2018
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